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Hosted by Dan Murphy 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling INustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
if it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling illustrated what you want to see in 
um the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


UPDATED EVERY WEEKORY AND AFTER PAY-PER-VIEW 


new number! call now! 
1:'S300-226-4PWI 


D This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


“Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
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PRESENTS 


THE i AWESOME 
WRESTLING MAGAZINES 


The largest, most colorful magazine specials we've ever 
published_are_now-being-offered.at-unbelievable- savings! 
Order the four-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2000) 

The first magazine of its kind, this 180-page edition takes a full-color, 
month-by-month look at Y2K, the most tumultuous year in the sport’s 
history. 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2001) 
The cover headline said it all: “The Year That Rocked The Sport.” 
Month-by-month details. 180 pages! Amazing photos! 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2002) 

A spectacular look back at the tumultuous year that was 2002. 180 
pages of insightful analysis, electrifying photos, and those amazing 
Jason Conlan caricatures! 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2003) 
The year in review, memorable quotes, winners & losers, great 
photos, and more of twisted Conlan! 180 pages. 


a} Please send me the 
specials I've indicated below. | am enclosing $9.95 per 
copy (plus $2 postage and handling) as payment in full for each issue. OR let me save more than 
30% by ordering the SuperSet of all four for $28.00 (plus $4 postage and handling). 


0 2000 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2001 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 


LD 2001 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2002 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 

0 2002 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2003 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 

0 2003 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2004 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 
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PWI EDITORS PICK THE BEST OF THE BEST 


Whether they've been working for PW/ for 25 years or 25 weeks, each editor has been involved 
with the magazine since he or she became hooked on this sport. And they all have their favorites 


LOOKING BACK: FORMER EDITORS 
SHARE THEIR REMEMBRANCES OF PWI 


We've tracked down eight of the men who have had a huge impact on PW/ 
and once again gave them a forum for their thoughts 


OUR 25 FAVORITE PWI COVERS 


A lot of thought goes into every PW/ cover and we are 
happy with most of them, but here is the creme de la creme 


Hulk Hogan for a photo session. Heck, it’s 2004 

and Hulkamania hasn’t exactly been running wild 

lately. Well, the cover of this, our 25th Anniversary edi- 

tion of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, turned out exactly 

as | envisioned it. But nothing about it came easily, 
including getting the “Hulkster’ in front of our camera. 

Let’s start with the design. If you’ve been a regular 

reader of that other sports magazine, Sports Illustrated, 
for a while, the cover might look familiar. SW 


Y OU MIGHT THINK that it’s easy to nail down 


As you can see, this cover is almost an 
exact replica of S/’s 35th Anniversary 
issue from 1989, with some obvious modi- 
fications. To use the S/ design, we needed 
permission from the magazine’s managing 
editor, but before | could get to him, | had 
to go through two other people (including 
former PW/ writer Kostya Kennedy). Once 
| got S/ on board, | needed the approval of 
the freelancer who photographed Muham- 
mad Ali for their cover. 

Now it was on to Hogan, the easy part. 
I've Known Hulk since his first run in the 
WWF back in 1980 and have always found 
him to be media sawy and very coopera- 
tive. | told him my concept for the cover 
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was as follows: “Muhammad Ali is to Sports Illustrated 
what Hulk Hogan is to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED.” He 
was thrilled. “That's exactly right, brother,” he exclaimed, 
making sure | knew that he was referring to the full analo- 
gy, not just the part about him and Alli. 

He was more than willing, but finding the opportunity 
was not going to be a breeze. Hogan is a busy man. In 
between our initial conversation and the actual photo 
shoot, Hogan toured Japan, had his confrontation with 
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Jeff Jarrett and subsequent flirtation with TNA, and had 
knee and hip surgery. And then there’s the matter of 
the second wave of Hulkamania. Hogan in managing 
the career of his daughter, Brooke, a beautiful 16-year- 
old who is emerging as a pop music superstar. 

Well, photographer Duane Long (who has been with 
PWIfor the entire 25-year run) finally cornered the “Hulk- 
ster” at his Florida estate and the result is before you. 

It's the 81st time Mr. Hogan has been featured on the 
cover of PW/I, which is more than twice the amount of his 
nearest competitor, Sting (see page 50). 

Hogan's first PW/ cover shot was on PW/I’s 10th issue, 
January 1981. By that time, Dusty Rhodes had been on 
five, including our inaugural issue, September 1979, along 
with Mil Mascaras. That issue has been unavailable 
through traditional sources since 1982. Most people who 
spend a pretty penny to get it on eBay have no idea 
what's even in it. By reprinting our debut issue, we might 
bum out a few collectors, but it's something we've wanted 
to do for a while, and this was the opportune time. 

If you hate Stu Saks, PW1I's first and second issues 
are for you. From the third issue on, | have been a part 
of PWI, and, on a more personal note, PW/ has been a 
part of me for the last 25 years of my life. 


| have written opening columns for the 100th issue, 
the 10th anniversary, the 15th, the 20th, and now the 
25th. | have thanked and re-thanked the editors, writers, 
photographers, and artists | have worked with (several 
of whom are heard from once again in this special is- 
sue). All of them have influenced the pages of PWI; some 
of them have influenced my life in a profound way. 

Thank you, Dave, Brandi, Walt, Greg, Jim, Monica, 
Mike, Peter, Bill, Craig, Ken, Darlene, the list goes on 
and on—just as PW/’s reputation for being the Sports 
Illustrated of wrestling magazines does. 

My deepest thanks, of course, go to our readers, some 
of whom have been with PW/ longer than | have. We 
have undergone a lot of changes over the years, and 
continue to do so. We have always sought your input and 
worked hard to live up to the standards you demand. 

My mentor, Peter King, wrote in his opening column 
back in September 1979: “For those familiar with wres- 
tling magazines, we hope to become an essential part 
of your wrestling library. For those new to the world of 
wrestling journalism, we expect to make an old friend in 
a very short amount of time.” 

Here’s to you, old friend. 


Stu Saks 
Publisher 
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The 25 Most Prophetic PW/Stories 


Headline: “Rick Steamboat Re-' 


veals: Ric Flair Will Turn Bad Again!” 
Cover date: August 1981 

Key excerpt: “|! think he’s gonna 
turn bad again,’” said Steamboat 
later that night when all had left the 
arena. He sipp 
darting from the 1 
never focusin' 
time on his gue . ‘He already 
talked as if his'Seientific wrestling 
career were in the past. | hoped it 
was just the moment ...’” 

In retrospect: Call us soothsay- 
ers! Flair has wrestled as a heel in 
at least a handful of matches in the 
last 23 years! 


ed.a beer, his eyes 
yor to the ceiling, 
r any length of 


Headline: “Rodney Piper: The 
Most Powerful Voice In Wrestling” 
Cover date: A \UguS' 


Oddy Piper will 
contend with as 
‘into the decade 
of the ’80s.” 

In retrospect: Typographical 
error aside (the Rodney mistake 


RODNEY PIPER: 
THE MOST POWERFUL 
VOICE IN WRESTLING 


Roddy Piper is the Mid-Atlantic champion and commentator for 
the widely viewed Georgia Spr tioe cu Wrestling program. As 
his hold on the title the ratings of GCW 


Piece Oy bees Vi 


grows 3 
continue to increase, Piper is int eat idea position of gradually 
becoming the most powertul man In the sport 
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was a whole different story);that 
“headline stands up nicely. Didn’t 


Roddy have a connection to the 
Rock ’n’ Wrestling Connection? 


Headline: “Hulkmania!” 

Cover date: November 1982 
Key excerpt: “I'm glad to see 
that Hulkmania is spreading all 
across the country as fast as it is,’ 
said Hogan. ‘But | want to say one 
thing, and that has to do with the 
fact that even th 


not going to ct 


In retrospect 4 k 
in the AWA. Throw an extra “a” in 
the middle and a jump to the WWF, 
and then we saw some serious 
spreading all across the country! (A 
prophetic and real creative head- 
line, don’t you think?) 


Headline: “Is Hulk Hogan Jeal- 
ous Of Jesse Ventura’s Hollywood 
Success?” 

Cover date: January 1988 


as 


items from 255ye 


Key excerpt: “Hogan has almost 
no|reason not to retire and become 
an actor. But-his success-in Rocky’ 


Hl is ancient history; people-are 
quickly forgotte lollywood. Ven- 
tura, a man ises, is the hot 


number in 19 
In retrospect: Nah, Hogan was 
never jealous of Jesse. And it was 
pure coincidence that he an- 
nounced he was running for Presi- 
dent right after Ventura was elect- 
ed governor of Minnesota. 


Headline: “The Hogan-Savage- 
Elizabeth Triangle: Will The Mega- 
woman Destroy The Megapowers?” 
Cover date: January 1989 
Key excerpt: “The ‘Hulkster’ is 
clearly begging for [Elizabeth’s] at- 
tention while Savage tries to hold 
on to the woman he loves. It is a 
desperate str between two 
men who arefiiSed to getting what 
struggle that could 
soon lead to catastrophe.” 
In retrospect: Catastrophe, in- 
deed! A huge feud exploded soon 
after the magazine went to press, 
and Elizabeth was at the center of 
it. And Savage is still throwing out 
challenges to Hogan, isn’t he? 


Headline: “Ted Turner Buys 
The NWA: What Does It Mean For 
Wrestling?” 

Cover date: April 1989 

Key excerpt: “We're not butting 
heads with Vince,’ (newly appoint- 
ed President of the Universal Wres- 
tling Corporation Petrik insist- 
ed. ‘If we can ion of Vince’s 
success, why, | « we'd be very 
happy.’ But a n of Vince's 
success mig be enough to 
please Turner. It is well-known by 
insiders that there were problems 
between Turner and McMahon dur- 
ing the WWF’s short stretch on 
TBS back in 1984 ... If those hard 
feelings do in fact exist, Turner 


might be willing to put even more of 
his resources behind the NWA.” 

In retrospect: Six years later, the 
Monday night war was born! 


Headline: “Kerry Von Erich: ‘Sid 
Vicious Is The Most Awesome Man 
I’ve Ever Wrestled!’”” 

Cover date: May 1989 

Key excerpt: “| have to admit 
he’s got guts,” said Kerry after- 
ward. ‘He’s got unlimited potential, 
too. He’s one_of.those guys who, 
from the first time you see him, you 
know is going to dominate the sport 
for years to come. The only prob- 
lem is that he’s a little bit unbal- 
anced in the head.” 

In retrospect: “Potential” and 
“unbalanced’”—those words haunt- 
ed Sid for more than a decade. 
Okay, so he didn’t ever really 
dominate. But that “awesome” 
quote is one of the most repeated 
in PWI history. 


Headline: “When Will Beefcake 
Turn Against Hogan?” 

Cover date: December 1989 
Key excerpt: “[Hogan] is abso- 
lutely full of himself. When you're 
standing in the ring after a big win 
and he starts hogging up all the 
glory, it can be a little annoying. | 
wouldn’t be surprised if Beefcake 
and Hogan were enemies by the 
time Christmas rolls around.” 

In retrospect: Paul Orndorff was 
right. They were enemies by Christ- 
mas. Christmas of 1994, but Christ- 
mas nonetheless. 


Headline: “(Addams) Family En- 
tertainment? The WWF Is Out Of 
Control!” 

Cover date: April 1992 

Key excerpt:.“The WWF has 
long promoted. its product as ‘all- 
family’ entertainment, but during 
the last year the federation has 
been overrun by violent acts of the 


most sadistic sort—and many fami- 
lies don’t want to subject their chil- 
dren to the horror!” 
In retrospect: You might say that 
the WWF was developing a bit of 
an “Attitude” in’92. 


Headline: “Are You Crazy Enough 
To Root For Cactus Jack?” 
Gover date: May 1993 


Key excerpt: “With his stringy 
hair, beady eyes, unkempt appear- 
ance, and overactive salivary 
glands, Cactus Jack does not fit 
the stereotype of the warm, love- 
able, cuddly bear you'd love to hold 
and stroke.” 

In retrospect: PW/ was plenty 
crazy to suggest that Cactus Jack 
could be a fan favorite. If only he 
had an alter-ego that was warm 
and cuddly ... 


Headline: “Superstar Summit: 
Sting & Hogan Said It! PW/ Re- 
veals It!” 

Cover date: September 1993 
Key excerpt: “Consider their 
postmatch party meeting: When 
Sting and Hogan saw each other, 
they didn’t head off in opposite 
directions. They went toward each 


other. They were friendly, but 
spoke in guarded whispers ... Sting 
wouldn’t comment on the meeting, 
but he later confided to friends 
that he and Hogan spoke of wres- 
tling’s enormous potential in a per- 
fect world.” 

In retrospect: A year later, WCW 
held a ticker-tape parade to wel- 
come the “Hulkster” to WCW. 


Lest May they had a “Superstar Sumit” 
in Japan, Now Sting is guest-starring om Hogan's new 
i TV series, Thunder In Paradise, and the aetion on 
rom 
the set has been stirring. Who knows— 
te. 


Br) their next weeting could be in the ring ... 


Headline: SHogan vs. Sting? Yes! 
And We Have The Photos!” 

Cover date: June 1994 

Key excerpt: “‘I’d be lying to you 
if | told you | didn’t think a little bit 
about what.it.would.be like to wres- 
tle Hulk for real, in a wrestling ring 
somewhere, with about 50,000 
fans screaming their lungs out for 
us. Maybe someday.” 

In retrospect: Their first “match” 
was in a swamp, as part of an epi- 
sode of the TV show Thunder In 
Paradise. Three-plus years later, we 
were Calling their Starrcade show- 
down the Match of the Century. 


Headline: “WCW Civil War! Will 
Ex-WWF Stars Spark A Revolution?” 
Cover date: February 1995 

Key excerpt: “They're taking over 
the whole federation—if they 
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haven't done so  alreaty! wew 
mainstays are being overrun by 
these unw 
tors who w 
executives 
in their face 
In retros 
understatement. A year later, we 
had three letters for ya: N-W-O! 


Headline: “If Cactus Jack’s Body 
Could Talk ...” 

Cover date: June 1995 

Key excerpt: “There isn’t a part 
of Jack’s body that hasn’t been 
sliced, diced, spiced, dropped, 
kicked, beaten, spindled, and 
mutilated.” 
In retro t: 
much bigg 


became a 
years later 
when Mick falling off 
cages an h. mber the 
infamous 20/20 interview he did 
with his wife? The scary mental 
problems he experienced? The 
decision to get out before he did 
further damage to himself? 


Headline: “Screw The World—'l| 
Do It My Way!’ Steve Austin’s Time- 
table To The Title” 


Whea mousy the abject, mothing’s Indecent in the minds of 
the people who run tho WWE Dustin Redes was nvadahie, 
‘anit the toderation has tursod hie into a teughtagatock, 
Sut hls latest actions deert have us taughing one bit 


10 a PWia 


| 


cove date: Seone 


cerpt: “The bottom line is 


i vas it will happen when/t happens, 
‘and onlywhen | say itwill happert: 
_ he insisted. ‘Sure-there are things 


out of my~ w that. But 


my goal co sport was 
to win the hing that’s 
happened racted me 
from that.” 


In retrospect: That quote came 
from Austin when he was still in 
WCW and in pursuit of the WCW 
World title. He had to jump to the 
WWF to win the big one. He did it 
in a way no one else ever did. 


Headline: “Un-Natural! The WWF 
Has Finally Gone Too Far!” 

Cover date: May 1996 

Key excerpt: “When the WWF 
allowed D st to place 
the likene amon on 


his outfit romantic 
relationshi went too 
far—way t the former 


‘Natural’ had become ‘The Un- 
natural.” 

In retrospect: Yep, we detected 
the start of a new trend in the 
WWF, one in which the boundaries 
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Headline: “Great Expectations: 
End Hulkamania! Topple The Giant! 
Seize The Gold!” 

Cover date: September 1996 
Key excerpt: “WCW had a par- 
ade for Hul ival. Diesel 
will have t wn fanfare 
(and prob a identity). 
There are ainl¥eiigh expecta- 
tions for t pound super- 
star who left the WWF on bad 
terms with the fans. 

In retrospect: Wasn't Kevin 
Nash one of the guys who had a 
little something to do with that 
NWO thing? 


Headline: “PW/ Special Analysis: 
An Undertaker-Bearer Split Would 
Be Best For Mankind” 

Cover date: December 1996 
Key excerpt: “The most logical 
beneficiary, n rtaker-Bear- 
er split w kind. For- 
merly kno Jack, Man- 
kind has a wayward, 
unfocuse Oo jumped 
from feud to feud without any eye 
on winning a major title.” 

In retrospect: ‘Taker and Bearer 
did split, and Mankind and Bearer 
did become a team. It was just the 
spark Mankind needed. 


Headline: “A Rocky Road Ahead? 
The WWF Is Expecting Too Much 
Of Rocky Maivia’” 

Cover date: April 1997 

Key exc 
tial to go 
father and 
were greaty as legendary 
manager Ibano. It’s 
hard to imagine a new wrestler 
entering the competitive WWF rid- 
ing such a wave of expectations. 
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‘Already he is being heralded—per- 
haps éven groomed—as the WWF's 
next-big superstar.” 

In retrospect: The WWF did 
push him too hard too quickly, 
though in the long run, itwasn’t ex- 
pecting too-much; as long it wasn't 
expecting anything more than one 
of the biggest superstars in wres- 
tling history and one of the hottest 
young actors in Hollywood. 


Headline: “Keep Vince's Name In 
Your Rolodex, Bret! You’re In For A 
Tough Time In WCW!” 

Cover date: April 1998 

Key excerpt: “If Hart thinks he 
will have anything else but a very 
rocky roadsifeWCWeehe’s in for a 
big surpriser Bret {Should} definitely 
keep Vince;siphone number handy. 
Maybe d@atiag: With Shawn Mi- 
chaels wasnt'sobadaiter all.” 

In retrospect: We were con- 
cerned that so many old nemeses 
were waiting for him in WCW. Pol- 
itics, mismanagement, and a kick 
to the head from Goldberg were 
what really doomed him! 


Headline: “Vince Mc(Mad)Man! 
He’s Crossed The Bottom Line 
... Now He'll Pay!” 

Cover date: November 1998 

Key excerpt: “McMahon thought 
he could balapce his.responsibili- 
ties as WWE fead with his new 
role as ‘corpe@fate’ bully’ just as he 
had jugglé@ Miseduties as owner 
and broad@aster!. Now he is a 
participant, and that makes him a 
physical target.” 

In retrospect: Oh, he paid all 
right. Paid and paid. Paid not only 
Steve Austin, but The Rock, Triple- 
H, The Undertaker ... 


Headline: “No Evil! Can Today's 
Fans Accept The Warrior's Creed?” 
Cover date: January 1999 

Key excerpt: “The sport's fan 


base is growing daily and is larger 
now than when Warrior was at his 
peak aS WWF World, champion. |If 
heNistens.to.the fans who are 
Speaking to him, he won tnecessar- 
ily like whathe’ hears: Eventually 
there may Desehoieeewords and 
one-finger salutes aimed his way.” 
In retrospect: Ultimately, those 
fans told him to shine that creed up 
real nice, turn it sideways, and stick 
it straight up ... 


Headline: “Big Game Hunter! 
SummerSlam ’99 Starts Open 
Season On The WWF!” 

Cover date: January 2000 

Key excerpt: “Don’t think for one 
minute that I’m letting up on any- 
one just because |’ve.got this strap 
now,’ said Helmsiey~ This is just 
starting. Nowi my job#iS to keep the 
belt ThatS jusij Witat T intend to 
do—by ahymeans‘necessary.” 

In retrospect: Truer words were 
never spoken by “The Game.” No 
one realized that “by any means 
necessary” would eventually in- 
clude becoming Vince McMahon's 
son-in-law. 


Headline: “Wrestle-McMania! 


Power .., Greed ... Pride! Why The 
Peace Can't Last!” 

Cover date: September 2000 
Key excerpt: “The ‘Greater Pow- 
er scheme saw Vince join The Un- 
dertaker. Jumping.sides.is a short- 
cut to generating attention, and 
Vince is thé master! Shane and 
Stephanié arésavid' students. Shane 
has switched sides almost as often 
as Vince, and Stephanie—who’s 
been an active player in the WWF 
for less than a year—has already 
switched once.” 

In retrospect: We quit keeping 
track of McMahon heel and fan 
favorite turns long ago. It was giv- 
ing us a headache. 


Headline: “Hulk Hogan: WWF 
Fans Want Him Back!” 

Cover date: March 2001 

Key excerpt: “Imagine Hogan 
confrontingebhe Rock...Whatcha 
gonna do When }..” Rock holds his 
hand to Hogan’s' face: ‘It doesn’t 
matter whatehasgonna do!” 

In retrospect: “Imagine it? We 
lived it at. Fans at WrestleMania X8 
in Toronto lived that match and 
loved Hogan even when they were- 
n’t supposed to love him. 
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The 25 Most Pathetic PW//Stories 


THE 
Seneca 


orn 
= his perch in the opposi , Albano seems 
oo selatint his entire life to understanding the vost complexity that ts 
Bruno Sammartino. In this first person article, the Coptain shores 
his Insights 


Headline: ‘The True Story Of Bruno 
Sammartino,” by Capt. Lou Albano 
Cover date: November 1979 

Key excerpt: “Maybe people can't 
wrestle spaghetti-brain because 
they’re too busy laughing at him. | 
am. Or maybe the stench of garlic 
crumples their will..Possible. In any 
case, I’m dealing with him because 
someone has to pull back the Sam- 
martino legend and see what there 
really is to him. Old provolone. Hah, 
that’s a good one.” 

In retrospect: We couldn't have 
gotten Capt. Lou to be more politically 
incorrect if we tried. “Pasta-puss,” 
“meatball-mind,” “calzone-mouth,” 
“Italian scallion,” and “lasagna-breath” 
were among the other insults he 
hurled. Why did we give him this 
forum anyway? 


Headline: ‘The Ancient Secret That 
Makes Hussein Arab Invincible” 
Cover date: December 1980 

Key excerpt: “| was thumbing 
through a book on Arab culture when 
| saw a picture of Hussein Arab’s 
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boot. | blinked a few times to clear my 
head and then read the startling cap- 
tion. It disclosed this rare boot had 
been stolen from the British Museum 
nearly 250 years.ago. And has never 
been found ... | called a distinguished 
professor at Columbia University and 
begged help. He told.me this boot al- 
legedly possessed magical powers.” 
In retrospect: Stu Saks, now our 
publisher, still has a framed copy of 
this story on his wall at home. He 
says it’s the most ambitious investiga- 
tive work he ever did. 


Headline: “Michael Hayes’ Dream— 
Mil Mascaras: Freebird Number 4” 
Cover date: December 1983 

Key excerpt: “What is our team 
lacking?’ Hayes.asked, then an- 
swered. ‘A masked Mexican super- 
star. Are any of us) Mexicans? No. Do 
any of us wearymasks? No. Well 
then, we have to find someone who 
makes up for that. Any suggestions?” 
In retrospect: Could you picture 
Mascaras guzzling Jack Daniel’s 
through his mask? 


25 lists of 289 items from 2 years 


Headline: “Women’s Wrestling 
Comes Of Age: Is Wendi Richter 
More Popular Than Hulk Hogan?” 
Cover date: April 1986 

Key excerpt: “By many accounts, 
the chief attraction.of WrestleMania 
was not the main event featuring 
Hulk Hogan and Mr. T against Paul 
Orndorff and Roddy Piper. It was 
Richter’s bid to regain her title, an 
accomplishment rewarded by the 
loudest ovation Madison Square 
Garden heard that night.” 

In retrospect: Twelve years later, 
we followed up with “Is Jacquelyn 
More Popular Than Steve Austin?” 


Headline: “Randy Savage Proves 
.. Hulkamania Is Dead! Will Wres- 
tleMania || Make It Live Again?” 
Cover date: June 1986 

Key excerpt: “If Hulkamania isn’t 
dead, its condition is serious. 
Another blockbuster promotion 
may be the only way'to save it, and 
with WrestleMania Il conveniently 
around the corner, Randy Savage’s 
claims should be proven true or 
false shortly.” 

In retrospect: Yeah, Hogan and 
Hulkamania were on their way out in 
1986. We barely heard from him 
after that. 


Headline: “NWA & WWF Gain Mo- 
mentum: Is Wrestling Headed To- 
ward A Two-Party System?” 

Cover date: October 1987 

Key excerpt: “The two-party sys- 
tem may rule American politics, but 
rest assured it doesn’t rule profes- 
sional wrestling. lf there are any 
doubters, the smaller promotions 
could quiet them by paraphrasing 
the famous Mark Twain line: ‘The 
reports of our death,’ they might say, 
‘have been greatly exaggerated.” 

In retrospect: Okay, so a lot can 
and did change in 14 years, but who 
would have thought we'd see a one- 
party system in 2001? 


Headline: “Too Much Talent: It's 
Time For A WWF Intercontinental 
Tag Title!” 

Cover date: December 1988 

Key excerpt: “An Intercontinental 
tag.team title is necessary. Imagine 
the fan response generated by an 
Intercontinental.ta team tourna- 
ment. For th est me, all of the 
WWF's top tong we would be compet- 
ing at an unmat hed level of energy 
and enthusiasm.” 

In retrospect: Come on, it made 
sense in 1988, when there was an 
abundance of great teams! And if it 
were around today, those Hurricane 
and Rosey vs. Chuck Palumbo and 
A-Train matches could finally mean 
something! 


Headline: “Wrestling’s Trend To- 
ward Muscle And Power: It Hasn't Af- 
fected The Sport Like You Think” 
Cover date: November 1990 

Key excerpt: “Wrestlers have less 
of an animalistic nature these days,’ 
Dr. Brad Scott,said ‘They’ re less 
bloodthirsty, so the s} 

permanent injul ies. Ye ears ago, you 
could sew up a quilt all the stitch- 
es put into wrestlers’ heads. Today, a 
wrestler's injury is most likely to be a 
pulled muscle or a strained ligament, 
that sort of thing.” 

In retrospect: |t was also pointed 
out that wrestling was becoming a 
more family-friendly sport with lim- 
ited blood, and that the trend would 
be continuing. Tell all this to Mick 
Foley, Sabu ... 


Headline: “E| Gigante: Once He 
Has The Title, He’ll Be Unbeatable” 
Cover date: September 1991 

Key excerpt: “Tr 1¢ thought of Gi- 
gante as champior is more than in- 
triguing, it is mind g 
tremendous Slag he ever did man- 
age to win the belt, he is in for a very 
long title reign. How, after all, could he 
ever be brought down? Could even 
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the greatest wrestler overcome more 
than a foot of height disadvantage?” 
In retrospect: Never won the 
WCW World belt, never came close 
to winning the WWF World belt (even 
with a scary bodysuit complete with 
fake hair and airbrushed muscles), 
and last we heard, he was living on a 
farm in Argentina. 


really offbeat to make Tom Zenk a 
world champ. 


Headline: ‘The Ungarachiovirg Un- 
dertaker: Diggin ging His Own. Grave” 
c a . Ss 


ger of favorlaah he’s new digging his 
own grave ... His killer instinct al- 


THE SECOND COMING 


Headline: “Sid Justice: The Second 
Coming Of Hulk Hogans, 
Cover date: Octo 


1e second coming 
of Hulk Hogan t as finally arrived and 
his name is Sid Justice. Really.” 
In retrospect: Yeah, really .. 
pid statement. 


. Stu- 


Headline: “Our Offbeat Plan To 
Make Z-Man The Man” 

Cover date: October 1992 

Key excerpt: “It's obvious that ‘Z- 
Man’ Tom Zenk has.the skills and 
stamina to be a top contender for the 
WCW World title, but something 
seems to be holding him back .. 

In retrospect: Was that something 
or some things, as in many things? 
This was certainly an offbeat plan 
concocted by heel columnist Eddie 
Ellner, but it would have to be really, 
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ready gone by the time he started 
feuding with [Jake] Roberts, Under- 
taker is now one of the /east danger- 
ous men in the WWF.” 

In retrospect: Yep, he’s been 
underachieving in WWE for what, 13 
or 14 years now? What a disappoint- 
ment! He never got that killer instinct 
back as a fan favorite. What a shame- 
ful waste of talent! 


Headline: “WrestleMania Without 
Hulk Hogan? With These Men On 
The Card ... Who Needs Him?” 
Cover date: May 1993. 

here will be no 
Hogan at WrestleMani 1 X. When the 
WWF's elite - competitors gather at 
Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, Nev- 
ada, the ‘Hulkster’ will not mightily 
stride down the aisle, ready to van- 
quish yet another challenger or con- 
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quer yet another title usurper.” 

In retrospect: Not only did Hogan 
team with Brutus Beefcake against 
Money Inc. on the undercard, but after 
Yokozuna beat Bret Hart for the World 
title, the “Hulkster” mightily strode 
down the aisle, accepted an open 
challenge from the hefty Samoan, and 
conquered yet another title usurper. 


Headline: “Compelled To Make 
Children Cry—But Why? A Psycho- 
logist Analyzes Doink The Clown” 
Cover date: November 1993 

Key excerpt: “There is reason to 
believe he suffers from the ‘middle child 
syndrome’ and is. rebelling against his 
parents by punishing all children. 
Perhaps there was a time when young 
Doink’s parents took his brothers to the 
circus and left him home.” 

In retrospect: Yup, we devoted 
four pages to a psychologist’s theo- 
ries on a stinkin’ clown! 


Headline: “Lex Luger vs. Yoko- 
zuna: The Match That Would Make 
WrestleMania X A 10!” 

Cover date: May 1994 

Key excerpt: “Luger vs. Yokozuna. 
That's it. Case closed. The one match 
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that would make WrestleMania X 
great. The one match worthy of the 
big event’s 10th. anniversary blast.” 

In retrospect: We got our wish! 
And we got a classic! lt;ended in a 
disqualification, but it was still some- 
thing so special. Our only regret was 
that it was so special that it totally 
overshadowed a Shawn Michaels- 


Razor Ramon ladder match that was 
pretty decent, too. 


Headline: “Special Analysis: The 
Demise of Wrestling’s Megagroups” 
Cover date: June 1994 

Key excerpt: “If even a group as 
powerful and.dedicated as The Four 
Horsemen can dissolve, there is no 
hope for anyone. Wrestling is where 
individuals thrive, where tag teams 
provide the excitement that comes of 
combined effort. There’s really no 
sense in alliances.” 

In retrospect: The NWO ... De- 
Generation X ... The Triple Threat 
.. Evolution ... shall we go on? 


Headline: “Vader's Next Bout: In A 
Court Of Law? The Opponent: WCW! 
The Potential Payday: $200,000,000!” 


TES) 25 lists of eg items from 25 years 


Cover date: May 1995 

Key excerpt: “PW/ has learned 
that, on the day after Starrcade,.Va- 
der and Race huddled with a team of 
high-priced lawyers and discussed a 
possible $200-million..breach-of-con- 
tract suit against WCW, Bockwinkel, 
and Hogan.” 

In retrospect: The reason for filing 
such a lawuit? Vader being repeated- 
ly denied World title shots. On sec- 
ond thought, given how lawsuit crazy 
our society has become, maybe such 
an astronomical figure wasn’t so 
ridiculous after all. 


Headline: “Riot On The Set! The 
Untold Story Of Bret Hart’s Lone- 
some Dove Debut” 

Cover date: June 1995 

Key excerpt: “According to several 
employees close to the production of 
[the TV show Lonesome Dove}, 
Owen Hart tried to continue his war 
with his brother by disrupting produc- 
tion and aggravating directors to no 
end. There was an actual physical 
confrontation between the brothers, 
proving that there are no boundaries 
to the hatred Owen holds for Bret.” 
In retrospect: Absolutely shocking 
that The Hollywood Reporter, Variety, 
and all the other Hollywood trade 
publications never got a sniff of this, 
um, strange story. 


Headline: “Why Mabel Is Diesel's 
Championship Nightmare” 

Cover date: December 1995 

Key excerpt: “As crazy as it 
sounds, despite his.many weakness- 
es, he could be the perfect wrestler to 
dethrone Diesel!” 

In retrospect: A Jot of people con- 
sider Kevin Nash vastly overrated, 
and their arguments might be valid, 
but sorry, mentioning Nash and the 
man destined to become Viscera in 
the same breath is a Jot crazier than it 
sounds! Mabel as King of the Ring 


was _a stretch. Mabel as WWF 
champ? Are you kidding? 


Headline: “Lex-zilla! Luger's Plan 
To Conquer Japan” 

Cover date: October 1996 

Key excerpt: “Like the fictional 
creature who conquered Japan, Lex 
Luger has his own set of plans for the 
Land of the Rising Sun. His goal is to 
attack and.conquerand become 
America’s uncrowned king of Japan.” 
In retrospect: Forget the story 
(although we might have stretched 
the truth by writing that tapes of 
Luger’s matches in America had 
achieved collector's status in Japan). 
Who was the graphic artist who put 
Luger’s body on Godzilla’s body in 
that layout? And who was the editor 
who approved it? You should have 
seen Luger’s face when he saw it! 


Headline: “Why Is This Man Smil- 
ing? ‘Because I’m Getting Paid To 
Mutilate!” 

Cover date: November 1996 

Key excerpt: “Promoters around 
the world should pay attention to this 
man ... [Yoshi].Kwan,.whose consid- 
erable martial arts skills could make 
him a title contender in any major 
federation} apparently chooses to 
wrestle in smaller federations against 
lesser competition so he can victim- 
ize easier prey.” 

In retrospect: What was Yoshi 
Kwan against Larry Valentine and 
Gypsy Joe in All-State Wrestling in 
Tennessee doing in PWI/? 


Headline: “Mark Their Words: Krof- 
fat & Furnas—'We'll Be Number One 
In Your Ratings.In Six.Months” 
Cover date: February 1997 

Key excerpt: “A tearm with the tal- 
ent and track ecord OisKroffat and 
Furnas will not likely be relegated to 
the opening matches of WWF shows. 
WWF promoters are well-aware of 
how good they are and what they’ve 
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accomplished in the past. Kroffat and 
Furnas will settle for no less than hav- 
ing those leather belts strapped 
around their waists.” 

In retrospect: A more apropos 
headline would have been, “We'll 
Have Faded Into Obscurity In Six 
Months.” 


Headline: “DDP vs. Chris Benoit: 
The Night The Flock Left Their En- 
emies A-Gassed!” 

Cover date: July 1998 

Key excerpt: “As the ring was be- 
ing taken down, the attendant found 
a crudely made.machine. with rusted 
fan blades on a smal!motor, along 
with remnants of dryji¢e. Who put it 
there? The evidencespointed direct- 
ly to Benoit's enemies: Raven and 
his Flock.” 

In retrospect: Your basic stink 
bomb under the ring ruined the match 
story. Maybe this one belonged on 
the “25 Headlines That Were Re- 
jected After Less Than 25 Minutes of 
Discussion” list. 


Headline: “Bill Alfonso: He’s Found 
The Man Who Will Keep Sabu & Van 
Dam In Line!” 

Cover date: May 1999 


Key excerpt: “It is [Mike] Lozansky 
who has galvanized Sabu and Van 
Dam and made them concentrate on 
working together rather than trying to 
tear each other.apart.” 

In retrospect: We reasoned that 
Alfonso was:¢losely scouting Lozan- 
sky, who! hadsbeen wrestling both 
Sabu and RVD, and'was ready to 
replace either one of them in the 
team if need be. Which one of them 
do you think laughed hardest when 
reading that? 


Headline: “Three-Time UFC Titlist 
Ron Waterman: Why He Will Accom- 
plish What Dan Severn Couldn't” 
Cover date: July 2002 

Key excerpt: “H20 has taken to 
pro wrestling like a duck to water,’ 
said OVW_promoter.Jim.Cornette. 
‘Ron came in here with his head on 
straight. HesKnew enough to know 
that he didnNieknOWw everything. 
Wrestling and UFC’are worlds apart, 
and Ron knew it. He has been an 
incredible student of the sweet sci- 
ence of wrestling. | consider him to be 
the closest thing to a can't-miss 
prospect I've seen in years.” 

In retrospect: He could and he 
did miss. 
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% Dr. Seuss 

4 Michael Crichton 
8 Mark Twain 

6 Mick Foley 

7 Neil Simon 

8 Miss Manners 
9 J.K. Rowling 
10 William Shakespeare 
Il Gene Roddenberry 
12 Franklin Dixon 

13 Rod Serling 

14 Ernest Hemingway 
IS Danielle Steele 

16 Jules Verne 

17 Jim Ross 

18 Robert Louis Stevenson 
19 Tennessee Williams 
20 Barbara Cartland 

2 Arthur Conan Doyle 
22 Norman Mailer 

23 Raymond Carver 
24 John Grisham 

Vince Russo 


25 Things Matt Brock 


Wouldn’t/Couldn't Eat or Drink 
I Sushi 
2 Bean and cheese burritos 
3 Debra’s cookies 
4 Slim Jims 
5 Hillbilly Jim’s moonshine 
G Any Stacker 2 products 
7 New Coke 
8 Tofu 
9 Soy milk 
10 Veggie burgers 
Ill Frozen yogurt 
12 Bean curd 
13 Protein bars 
14 WWF ice cream bars 
1S Hummus 
16 Light beer 
17 Seaweed salad 
18 Refried beans 
19 Vegetable lasagna 
20 Cauliflower 
2l Perrier 
2 Escargot 
23 Calamari 
24 Ribera’s steak (kangaroo) 
25 What The Rock is cookin’ 


20 a PWla 


items from 25 
po Ee 
ould Have 
arry 


5 Kerry Von Erich 

6 Lance Von Erich 

7 David Von Erich 

8 Kevin Von Erich 

9 Rick Steamboat 

10 Billy Jack Haynes 

Il Shawn Michaels 

12 The Rock 

13 Edge 

14 Curt Hennig 

IS Tom Zenk 

16 Tito Santana 

17 Ric Flair 

18 Brian Pillman 

19 Terry Taylor 
Tony Garea 

21 Magnum T.A. 

22 Scotty Anton (Riggs) 

28 Brian Adias 

24 Eddie Ellner 

25 Shane McMahon 


25 Who Didn't (or Couldn't Possibly) Live 
Up to the Hype We Bestowed Upon Them 


I Lex Luger 
2 Bill Goldberg 
3 El Gigante 
4 Sid Vicious 
8 Ultimate Warrior 
6 Tommy Rich 
7 Wendi Richter 
8 Bam Bam Bigelow 
9 Dan Severn 
10 Van Hammer 
Il Ahmed Johnson 
l2 Sean O'Haire 
13 Erik Watts 
14 Public Enemy 
5 Mike Awesome 
16 The Eliminators 
17 The Big Show 
8 Zach Gowen 
19 Madusa 
20 Billy Jack Haynes 
@ll Mike Von Erich 
2911 
28 Lance Von Erich 
24 Buff Bagwell 
25 Alex Wright 


25 Matches That Should Be Preserved i | One DVD 


‘Bruno Samnartino vs. Larry Zbyszko, steel Hi match 
(  (August-9, 1980). Ah, the good old days when the’betrayal-of-a,__ 
: friend or. protege _meant.so_much. Bruno made his friend and pro- 
“tege pay quite dearly. =~ 
Andre the Giant vs. Killer Khan (August 24, 1981). Andre 
gets revenge on the Mongolian monster for deliberately break- 
his ankle months earlier. 
Bob Backlund vs. Jimmy Snuka, steel cage match (June 
28, 1982). It was the night the “Superfly” came off the top of the 
cage with the most graceful of splashes against the WWF champ ... 
and missed ... and lost. 
Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine (November 24, 1983). This 
intense Starrcade showdown saw Piper pin “The Hammer’ in a 
blaody dog-collar chain match to win the NWA U.S. title. 
Rick Steamboat vs. Randy Savage (March 29, 1987). So 
much drama, so many near-falls, 93,000-plus watching in- 
side the Silverdome. Still arguably the greatest WrestleMania 
match ever. 
Ric Flair vs. Sting (March 27, 1988). The night a young Sting 
became a star, by holding the NWA World champion, and may- 
bé'the greatest pro wrestler there ever was, to a 45-minute time-limit 
draw before a national TV audience at Clash of the Champions |. 
Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat (May 7, 1989). Pick any bout 
between these two and you'll have picked yourself a winner. 
This was the one in which Flair regained the NWA World title from 
his toughest rival. 
WWF Royal Rumble (January 19, 1992). Worth taking an 
hour-plus of your time to watch Ric Flair go the distance in the 
Rumble, last eliminating Sid Justice, to claim the vacant WWF World 
championship. 
Brian Pillman vs. Jushin Liger (February 29, 1992). Probably 
the most exciting match of the short-lived and quickly forgotten 
WCW light heavyweight division. 
ion" Michaels vs. Razor Ramon (March 20, 1994). The 
first ladder match most of us had ever seen. Ramon retained 
the Intercontinental title in a WrestleMania classic that’s up there 
with Steamboat-Savage. 
ES Guerrero vs. Dean Malenko (August 26, 1995). Their 
final gift to the appreciative fans at the ECW Arena before 
departing for bigger paychecks in WCW. A technical masterpiece 
that ended in a draw. 
| 2 Bret Hart vs. Steve Austin, submission match (March 23, 
1997). Austin lost the WM XIII match, but he never quit (he 
passed out with blood streaming down his face while caught in a 
sharpshooter). In the process, he turned good at the same time Hart 
turned heel. 
| Terry Funk vs. Sabu, barbed-wire match (August 9, 
1997). All but forgotten was the fact that Sabu won the ECW 
title. That's how brutal it was! 


I 4 Rey Misteto x vs. Eddie Guerrero (October 26, 1997). 
kept his face conogaled and won the evil Guerrero's 
gold in this mask vs. title match. Arguably. the. best WCW. cruiser- 
weight division match ever. ; 
] Shawn Michaels vs. Bret Hart (November 9, 1997). Gotta 
have the most controversial match of all-time—the Survivor 
Series screw job—digitally preserved, right? 
| The Undertaker vs. Mankind, “Hell In A Cell” match 
(June 28, 1998). The legend of Mick Foley was pretty much 
complete after this ghastly battle. Not even a spill off the cage roof 
and through a table below or a choke-slam through the same roof 
could get him to quit. 
| Steve Austin vs. Vince McMahon, steel cage match 
(February 14, 1999). After feuding for more than a year, they 
finally met one-on-one inside the ring at St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre. Vinnie Mac took his beating like a McMahon. 
| Bret Hart vs. Chris Benoit (October 4, 1999). There was 
no better way for them to pay tribute to Bret's brother Owen, 
who died five months earlier, than by having a brilliant match on 
WCW Monday Nitro. 
] Chris Benoit vs. Steven (William) Regal (May 26, 2000). 
An obscure classic from the 2000 Brian Pillman Memorial 
Card in which Regal showed the WWF he deserved another chance 
with the company. 
2 Christian and Edge vs. The Hardy Boyz vs. The Dudley 
Boyz, TLC match (April 1, 2001). TLC | was terrific. The 
rematch was even better. Part II-—held at WrestleMania X7—some- 
how managed to top both of them. 
2 Hulk Hogan vs. The Rock (March 17, 2002). The night 
Hulkamania was reborn for the umpteenth time. Toronto fans 
didn’t care that they were supposed to boo Hogan and cheer Rock. 
They did the opposite and loved it. The result was magic. 
22 A.J. Styles vs. Jerry Lynn vs. Psicosis vs. Low-Ki 
(June 19, 2002). TNA showed what its X division would be 
all about (on the night of its very first show!) with a breathtaking four- 
way to determine a champion. Styles won it. 
2 Kurt Angle vs. Chris Benoit (January 19, 2003). Are there 
any better technical wrestlers in the world today? Benoit 
couldn't win Angle’s Smackdown title at the Royal Rumble, but the 
Boston crowd moved him to tears with a standing ovation anyway. 
2 i Kurt Angle vs. Brock Lesnar, “Ironman” match (Sep- 
tember 16, 2003). There was never a dull second in the 60 
minutes of action these two gave us on Smackdown. Lesnar won it, 
five falls to four. 
Triple-H vs. Shawn Michaels vs. Chris Benoit (March 
14, 2004). If there’s ever to be a better match than this 
WrestleMania XX clash in 2004, we can't wait to see it. Benoit finally 
became the man in WWE, winning the Raw title by forcing “The 
Game" to tap. 
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25 lists of e259 items from 25 years 
25 Women Who Fog Up Our Photographers’ Lenses 


| Woman 4. )  @ Stacy Keibler 
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16 Melina ~ 17 Sable 


} Tammy Sytch 


18 Dark Journey 
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25 Moments We Wont t Ever i } 


Jimmy. Snuka deocuiteslhig ‘Supenly” leap from ne top 

of a steel cage in Madison’ Square Garden, but his tar- 
get—WWF champ Bob Backlund=rells out of the way in- 
the nick of time, leaves the cage, and retains the title 
(June 28, 1982) 


Comedian ey Kaufman, embroiled in a feud with 

Jerry Lawler in Memphis, makes headlines by getting 
into an obscenity-laced shouting match with “The King” 
while both are appearing on Late Night With David 
Letterman. He also throws coffee in Lawler’s direction 
(July 29, 1982) 


Hulk Hogan wins his first WWF World title and gives 
birth to Hulkamania by beating The Iron Sheik at 
Madison Square Garden (January 23, 1984) 


Roddy Piper invites arch-enemy Jimmy Snuka to be 
interviewed on his “Piper’s Pit” segment. Snuka 
shows up—only to get a coconut smashed over his head 
in one of the wackiest 
stunts ever shown on 
WWE TV (March 28, 1984) 


Less than three 

months after his 
brother's death, Kerry 
Von Erich pins Ric Flair 
for the NWA World title at 
the David Von Erich Mem- 
orial Parade of Cham- 
pions, held in front of 
more than 43,000 fans 
inside Texas Stadium 
(May 6, 1984) 
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oe 


6: r reps fan th forite e busty 
Bi: es attempts fo save arch-| 


2 cS . Ivan ane 
between Flair and Nikita in Atlanta. After the Koloffs leave, 
-Rowever, Ole and Arn Anderson join Flair in breaking “Big 
Dust's” ankle (September 29, 1985) 


Wendi Richter sees 

her second and final 
WWF women’s title reign 
end when she is pinned 
by the masked Spider 
Lady—then is shocked 
when Spider Lady re- 
veals herself to be Rich- 
ter’s arch-rival, Fabulous 
Moolah (November 25, 
1985) 


Elizabeth strips to a 

teeny-weeny bikini to 
distract Ted DiBiase and 
Andre the Giant and help Randy Savage and Hulk Hogan 
defeat them in the main event of SummerSlam (August 
29, 1988) 


Hulk Hogan is wheeled away in a miniature wrestling 

ring with his arm raised in a salute to The Ultimate 
Warrior, a fellow fan favorite who had just beaten him 
cleanly for the WWF World title in the main event of 
WrestleMania VI (April 1, 1990) 


id In a sign of things to come, Vince McMahon turns 
heel for a night in the USWA when he trips his 
WWF broadcasting partner, Jerry Lawler, during “The 
King’s” match with Paul Neighbors. He also insults Mem- 
phis fans and cheap-shots Lawler as Pat Patterson holds 
him back (August 23, 1993) 


| Shane Douglas wins a tournament to become the 

NWA champ, but after getting the belt, Douglas toss- 
es it to the mat and says he doesn’t want it. Douglas then 
proclaims himself the champion of Extreme—no longer 
Eastern—Championship Wrestling, starting a new era for 
ECW (August 27, 1994) 


| Less than 24 hours after wrestling for the WWF, 

Lex Luger shocks the world by showing up on the 
first edition of WCW Monday Nitro to confront World 
champ Hulk Hogan (September 4, 1995) 


per | Rie Flair from a beati glat the \— 
Alikite Kalatt attar a ents 4 


may 
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| To\keepifans at the ECW-Arena entertained 

whilé-the| broken ring is being fixed, Paul |Hey- 
man sends out)/Kimona Wana-Laya, whosproceeds-to 
mesmerize_the hardcore crowd with a burlesque-style 
tewel dance (June 22,1996) 


| Hulk Hogan betrays WCW by turning heel at Bash 
at the Beach and forming the NWO with Kevin 
Nash and Scott Hall (July 7, 1996) 


| Steve Austin gives Vince McMahon a Stone-Cold 
stunner for the first time, live on Raw at Madison 
Square Garden (September 21, 1997) 


| With Raw and Nitro running competing shows with- 

in driving distance of each other, DeGeneration X 
tries to invade the Scope Arena in Norfolk, Virginia—site 
of Nitro—to “save” old pals Scott Hall and Kevin Nash 
from WCW (April 6, 1998) 


17 Mick Foley gets thrown off the roof of the “Hell In 
A Cell” cage and through a table below by The 
Undertaker at King of the Ring, although he somehow 
recovers enough to continue—but lose—the match 
(June 28, 1998) 


| Undefeated Bill Goldberg cleanly pins Hulk Ho- 

gan for the WCW World title on Nitro in front of 
more than 40,000 screaming fans at the Georgia Dome 
(July 6, 1998) 


| An emotional Ric Flair returns to WCW TV on Nitro 
after a long legal battle with the company and is 
greeted by a huge ovation from fans in Greenville, South 

Carolina (September 14, 1998) 
2 Most of the WWF roster gathers on the entrance 
ramp to observe a moment of silence at the start 


of a very special edition of Raw to honor Owen Hart, who 
died the previous night during the Over the-Edge pay-per- 


view. (May 24, 1999) 

2 Stacy Carter (The Kat/Miss Kitty), Jerry Lawler’s 
wife at the time, bares her breasts at the WWF's 

Armageddon pay-per-view (December 12, 1999) 


22 Paul Heyman and Stephanie McMahon merge 
their newly formed ECW faction with Shane 
McMahon's WCW to 
form the Alliance, a 
heel group determined 
to destroy the WWF 


(July 9, 2001) 
2 Just two days 
after the ter- 
rorist attacks on the 
U.S., Lilian Garcia 
opens a live broad- 
cast of Smackdown 
from Houston with a 
beautiful, emotionally 
charged rendition of 
“The Star Spangled 
Banner.” Many of the 
WWE stars assem- 
bled on the entrance 
ramp shed tears as 
she belts out the song (September 13, 2001) 
A Toronto 


2 crowd of 


more than 68,000 
spontaneously 
turns against The 
Rock and sup- 
ports Hulk Hogan 
with a deafening 
ovation during 
their WrestleMan- 
ia X8 match, which 
Rock ultimately ° 


wins (March 17, 2002) 

Ba Vince McMahon introduces former WCW 
President Eric Bischoff—a man who once tried to 

put WWE out of business—as the Raw general manager. 

The two embrace (July 15, 2002) 
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25 Moments We'd Like to Forget 


Larry Zbyszko buys the National title for $25,000 from 
Killer Brooks, who had just beaten Paul Orndorff for the 
championship. The slow-reacting 
NWA Board of Directors strips Zbys- 
zko of the title a month later (March 
20, 1983) 


Manager Johnny Valiant derails 

WWF tag team champions The 
U.S. Express by rubbing his trade- 
mark cigar into Barry Windham’s 
eye, temporarily blinding him. This 
allows Greg Valentine and Brutus 
Beefcake to easily win the title from 
Windham and Mike Rotundo (August 24, 1985) 


Ronnie Garvin dresses as a woman—Miss Atlanta 

Lively—and teams with Jimmy Valiant to beat The 
Midnight Express in a streetfight at Starrcade (Novem- 
ber 28, 1985) 


Gino Hernandez throws hair remover into partner- 

turned-enemy Chris Adams’ eyes, blinding him dur- 
ing a match in Fort Worth, Texas. Adams eventually re- 
gains his sight; Hernandez is found dead of a cocaine 
overdose eight days later (January 27, 1986) 


MTV airs the first edition of the WWF's infamous 

Slammy Awards, the lowlight of which was—argu- 
ably—Vince McMahon belting out a forgettable rendi- 
tion of “Stand Back” (March 1, 1986) 


The Iron Sheik and Hack- 

saw Duggan—sworn ene- 
mies in the ring—are pulled 
over while driving erratically in 
a car together and arrested by 
New Jersey State Police. Dug- 
gan is charged with marijuana 
possession and drinking alco- 
hol while driving, while Sheik 
is charged with possession of 
marijuana and cocaine. Nei- 
ther does any prison time 
(May 26, 1987) 


Rotund CWA manager 
Ronnie P. Gossett is forced 


28 a PWia 


to wear a diaper and suck on a pacifier 
after losing a match to Jeff Jarrett (Sep- 
tember 18, 1989) 


“I've trained 20 years, two hours a day, to look like 

| do, but the thing | am not, is I’m not a steroid 
abuser, and | do not use steroids,” WWF World cham- 
pion Hulk Hogan tells talk show host Arsenio Hall. He 
would reveal he lied three years later at Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s steroid distribution trial (July 16, 1991) 


Abdullah the Butcher sustains second- and 

third-degree burns to his arm and chest when 
Abbudah Singh 
throws a fire- 
ball at him be- 
fore their match 
in Woodbury, 
New Jersey. 
Much to the hor- 
ror of the crowd, 
Abby “stops, | 
drops, and rolls” } 
to extinguish 
the flames and 
calmly contin- | 
ues the match jg 
minus a few lay- 
ers of skin in 
some areas 
(September 10, 
1994) 


| A barroom argument nearly turns deadly when 

Sid Vicious and Arn Anderson get into hotel room 
brawl during a WCW tour of England. Both are rushed 
to a hospital after Anderson receives approximately 20 
stab wounds from a pair of scissors, while Vicious suf- 
fers four puncture wounds. Vicious is fired for his role 
in the incident (October 28, 1994) 


] Eddie Gilbert wrestles his final match in Huma- 

cao, Puerto Rico—against a bear. Gilbert is found 
dead of a heart attack in his Isla Verde apartment the 
next day (February 17, 1995) 


| Following a monster truck battle, Hulk Hogan 

pushes The Giant (The Big Show) off the roof of 
Detroit's Joe Louis Arena, only to see Giant return later 
in the evening unharmed to beat him by DQ in the Hal- 
loween Havoc main event (October 29, 1995) 


| Still reeling from the loss of such stars as Scott Hall 

and Kevin Nash to WCW, Jim Ross and the WWF 
introduce.us all to-The 
New Diesel and New 
Razor Ramon (Sep- 
3 tember 23, 1996) 


| Vince Mc- 

Mahon double- 
crosses soon-to-be- 
WCW star Bret Hart at 
Survivor Series, get- 
ting referee Earl Heb- 
ner to call for the bell 
as soon as Shawn Mi- 
chaels locks the World 
champ in a sharp- 
shooter, even though 
Hart never submits 
A (November 9, 1997) 


| As part of an elaborate plan to reunite the NWO, 

Hulk Hogan pins fellow NWO-ite Kevin Nash to win 
the WCW World title after an onslaught that consists of a 
single finger jab to the chest, infuriating nearly 40,000 fans 
inside the Georgia Dome and totally devaluing a once- 
prestigious title (January 4, 1999) 


| In a stunt gone tragically wrong, Owen Hart 

plunges from the rafters of Kemper Arena in Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, to his death during the WWF's Over 
the Edge pay-per-view (May 23, 1999) 


| Darren Drosdov is paralyzed when D-Lo Brown's 
attempt to execute a running power bomb on him 


goes wrong at a Smackdown taping (October 5; 1999) 


| Scrawny actor David Arquette, teaming with Dallas 

Page against Eric Bischoff and Jeff. Jarrett, scores 
the winning pinfall to capture Page’s WCW World title on 
WCW Thunder. The stunt comes to symbolize the begin- 
ning of the end for the company (April 25, 2000) 


| Creative Director Vince Russo rips Hulk Hogan (in 
what would be his final WCW appearance) in a 


profane in-ring tirade at Bash at the Beach (July 9, 2000) 
2 Sid Vicious breaks his leg in grisly fashion while 
jumping off a turnbuckle at the end of the main 
event of WCW Sin (January 14, 2001) 
2 A smug Vince McMahon appears on a simulcast 
of the final WCW Monday Nitro (on TNT) and 
WWE Raw (on TNN) to announce he has purchased 


WCW (March 26, 2001) 

2 Vince McMahon drops his drawers and opens his 
“Kiss My Ass” club on Raw by inducting William 

Regal as its first member (November 19, 2001) 


Triple-H brings necrophilia to Raw during the infa- 
mous Katie Vick storyline (October 21, 2002) 


24 Brock Lesnar nearly cripples himself with a 

botched shooting star press attempt against Kurt 

Angle at WrestleMania XIX, but recovers to win the match 

and the WWE Smackdown title (March 30, 2003) 

2 John Bradshaw Layfield sparks a major contro- 
versy when he mimics Nazi soldiers by goose- 

stepping around the ring and making pro-Hitler ges- 


tures during a WWE tour stop in Munich, Germany 
(June 5, 2004) 
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2 lists of 253 items from 2 years 
25 Memorable Photos From The PW// Vault 


One of the staple jobs of working for PW/ is taking part in a studio set. Just about every staff member 
has been involved in at least one as either a photographer, assistant, or subject. Sometimes you get a 
once-in-a-lifetime photo that can never be duplicated. Sometimes you get a candid shot that shows human 
nature at its most real. And sometimes you just wind up with bad decisions that are forever recorded on 
film. Here are 25 of the best that you've never seen in PW/I: 


PWi brought together the greatest minds ... the biggest enemies ... 


and gave random strangers 
a brush with celebrities. 


30 a PWia 


Waisitiing 


(yuiSsting 


tes 


A NOVEMBER/2004 a 31 


25 lists of coos items from 25 years 


Sometimes we gottoo close... Sometimes we just didn't get close enough ... 


“——* 


Sometimes things got goofy ... or painful... or just plain weird. 


Our subjects weren't always willing ... 


andas importantas the helpers .. And then there's Mick Foley. 


He’s always the lead clown ... 


es . \ 


and some photos were our last time 
we saw that person. 


and he always makes life In the end, all we 
interesting for those around him. can say is “Yay!” 
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The 25 Catchiest Catchphrases 


I “I'm the best there is, the best there was, and the best 
_______ there ever will be” (Bret Hart) 

2 “I'm not just the coolest ...-’m not justthe best ... I'm 

Justin Credible!” (Justin Credible) 

3 “You're fired!” (Vince McMahon—before Donald 

Trump took it for his hit NBC show, The Apprentice) 

4 “Who's next?!” (Bill Goldberg) 

5 “If ya smell what The Rock is cookin’!” (The Rock) 

6 “And that’s the bottom line ‘cause ‘Stone-Cold’ said 

so!” (Steve Austin) 

7 “Holla if you hear me!” (Scott Steiner) 

8 “What?!” (Steve Austin) 

9 “To be the man, you have to beat the man!” (Ric Flair) 

10 “| am your champion” (Gino Hernandez) 

Ill “Rest ... in ... peace!” (The Undertaker) 

12 “They're literally hanging from the rafters!" (Gorilla 

Monsoon) 


25 Specialty Matches That Were 
Invented During The PWiYears 


I Hell In A Cell 

2 Kennel From Hell 

3 Stairway To Hell 

4 Kiss my foot 

5 Kiss my ass 

6 Inferno 

7 Arkansas hogpen 

8TLC 

9 Ultimate X 

10 Elimination Chamber 

Il Chamber of Horrors 

12 Boiler room brawl 

13 [Insert object/weapon here]-on-a-pole 
14 Royal Rumble 

I5 Gravy bowl 

1G Stinkface 

17 Hollywood backlot brawl! 

18 Fans-bring-the-weapons 

19 Buried alive 

20 Double Jeopardy 

21 Clockwork Orange House of Fun 
22 Spin The Wheel, Make The Deal 
23 | Quit 

24 Swimming pool 

25 No-rope, explosive, barbed-wire, board, time- 
bomb death 
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13 “Quote the Raven ... nevermore!” (Raven) 

14 “D-Von..., get the tables!” (Buh Buh Ray Dudley). 
15“Can you dig it ... sucka!” (Booker T) 

16 “Feel ... the ... bang!” (“Diamond” Dallas Page) 

17 “Bang! Bang!” (Cactus Jack) 

18 “Have a nice day!” (Mankind/Mick Foley) 

19 ‘Pimpin’ ain't easy!” (The Godfather) 

20 “Whatcha gonna do when Hulkamania runs wild on 
you?” (Hulk Hogan) 

2l “If | could be serious for a moment” (Lance Storm) 
22 “Hooty-hoo!” (Master P and the No Limit Sol- 
diers/Filthy Animals Rey Misterio Jr., Konnan, Eddie 
Guerrero, and Billy Kidman) 

@3 “Would you please shut the hell up!” (Chris Jericho) 
24 “And if you're not down with that, we got two words 
for ya ...” (DeGeneration X) 

25 “Funky like a monkey” (Dusty Rhodes) 


25 Wrestlers Who 
Died Before Their Time 


I Eddie Gilbert, 33 (1995) 

2 Elizabeth, 42 (2003) 

3 Hawk, 45 (2003) 

4 David Von Erich, 25 (1984) 
5 Bruiser Brody, 42 (1988) 

6 Brian Pillman, 35 (1997) 

7 Owen Hart, 34 (1999) 

8 Jumbo Tsuruta, 49 (2000) 
9 Chris Adams, 46 (2001) 

10 Terry Gordy, 40 (2001) 

Il Andre the Giant, 46 (1993) 
12 Curt Hennig, 44 (2003) 

13 Adrian Adonis, 34 (1988) 
14 Vivian Vachon, 40 (1991) 
15 Kerry Von Erich, 33 (1993) 
16 Big John Studd, 42 (1995) 
17 Junkyard Dog, 45 (1998) 
18 Rick Rude, 40 (1999) 

19 Yokozuna, 34 (2000) 

20 Davey Boy Smith, 39 (2002) 
21 Jay Youngblood, 30 (1985) 
22 Art Barr, 28 (1994) 

Gino Hernandez, 29 (1986) 
24 Buzz Sawyer, 32 (1992) 
Malice, 35 (2003) 


25 Differences, Then and Now 
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25 lists of 255 items from 255 years 


1 Adrian Adonis 2 Raven 


3 Steve Austin 4 Goldust 


§ Scott Steiner 6 Tazz 
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9 Wolfie D 10 Kevin Nash 


il Lou Dangerously 12 Sting 
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25 lists of 255 items from 25 years 


14 Godfather 


17 Keiji Muto 18 Sandman 
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19 Chris Daniels 


22 Terri 


24 Lance Storm 25 Undertaker 
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25 People Whose Influence Will 
Be Felt For 25 Years and Beyond 


Vince McMahon. Would pro-wrestling even be 

around today without McMahon? That question is 
more reasonable than it first appears. After all, it was 
McMahon who changed the 
fans’ perceptions of wrestling, 
coining the term sports enter- 
tainment. McMahon pioneered 
the concept of the pay-per- 
view spectacular and made a 
fortune selling merchandise. 
He also destroyed the old ter- 
ritory system, consolidating 
many of the best (and most 
marketable) stars from every 
region under the WWE um- 
brella. Loved, hated, respected, and feared, McMahon 
singlehandedly ushered pro wrestling into the modern 
WrestleMania era. 


Hulk Hogan. As brilliant a promoter as McMahon 

was, he couldn’t have succeeded on his own. Hulk 
Hogan was McMahon's marquee player during the nation- 
al expansion period of the mid-1980s. Though he was 
never a technical master, Hogan was one of the most 
charismatic performers ever to set foot in the ring. He 
urged kids to say their prayers, take their vitamins, and lis- 
ten to Mom and Dad. Hogan transitioned his character to 
the silver screen in several movies, always building on his 
enormous fan base. And when it seemed like his act had 
grown stale, Hogan re-created himself as a villain in the 
NWO—and then again as a superhero in WWE in 2002. 


Eric Bischoff. Bischoff had the moxie to chal- 

lenge Vince McMahon’s WWF for supremacy ... 
and he very nearly succeeded. Bischoff took the reigns 
of WCW in 1994 and immediately set out to steal Mc- 
Mahon’s top stars away from him. It was poetic justice; 
McMahon was facing the same tactics that he had suc- 
cessfully used against dozens of regional promoters— 
and losing. By having the vision to showcase interna- 
tional cruiserweights and creating the NWO, Bischoff 
made Monday Nitro must-see TV. WCW surpassed the 
WWF as wrestling’s dominant company in America 
from 1996 to 1998, before the company collapsed un- 
der the weight of poor writing, complacent talent, and 
massive guaranteed contracts. 
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Ric Flair. The “Nature Boy” was 


& the ying-to-the “Hulkster’s” yang. 
The consummate technical wrestler, 
Flair dominated the NWA World title pic- 
ture from 1981 to 1991. Unlike Hogan, Flair usually had to 
cheat to get an upper hand. Despite those tactics, Flair 
became a cult favorite with fans. In addition to his unsur- 
passed wrestling and interview skills, perhaps Flair’s 
greatest talent was making his opponents look like super- 
stars. Regardless of whom Flair was facing, every match 
was an epic struggle, with fans pulling for whoever hap- 
pened to be Flair's opponent. From his “stylin’ and profil- 
in” interviews to his trademark chops and figure-four, Flair 
is universally acknowledged as the man. 


Jim Crockett. Vince McMahon wasn't the only pro- 

moter working to merge regional territories under 
one unified company. Jim Crockett Jr. (pictured with Stan 
Hansen) had tremen- 
dous success with 
Mid-Atlantic Cham- 
pionship Wrestling, 
using top names like 
Ric Flair, Harley Race, 
and others. From 
1985 to 1987, Crock- 
ett unified Mid-Atlantic 
with regional territories 
in Georgia, St. Louis, Central States, Florida, and the 
UWF under the banner of the NWA. Crockett promoted 
some of the sport's first supercards, from the Crockett 
Cup Memorial Tag Team Tournament to the first Starr- 
cade. While McMahon promoted glitz and glamour, 
Crockett always reminded us that the marquee outside 
read “wrestling.” 


Linda, Shane, and Stephanie McMahon. 

Behind every great man is a great woman, and that’s 
certainly the case with Vince McMahon. CEO Linda’s 
business acumen helped Vince transform WWE into a 
publicly traded, billion-dollar corporation. Shane and 
Stephanie have also proved to be invaluable players, both 
behind the scenes and in the ring. Vince McMahon's 
empire is in good hands, and the family business will stay 
just that for many years to come. 


Paul Heyman. The year was 1993. The WWF was 
featuring wrestling clowns, race car drivers, dentists, 
hillbillies, pirates, and more. But Heyman had a new vision 
for wrestling: Forget about courting the favor of little kids 


and get back to the raw violence and mayhem of yes- 
teryear. Heyman transformed the Philadelphia-based East- 
ern Championship Wrestling into the revolutionary Ex- 
treme Championship Wrestling. His unique blend of adult- 
oriented storylines, hardcore brawls, aerial daredevils, and 
beautiful women forced other promotions, including the 
WWF, to change the way they presented their products. 


Antonio Indki. No one man has done more to 
mold the look and feel of pro wrestling in Japan than 
Antonio Inoki. Best known for his infamous 15-round draw 
against Muhammad Ali in a 1976 wrestler vs. boxer battle, 
Inoki was a firm believer 
in presenting wrestling as 
legitimate fighting compe- 
tition. Besides Ali, Inoki al- 
so fought an Olympic gold 
medalist in judo and a 
world karate champion. 
Ambitious to a fault, Inoki 
broke away from Riki- 
dozan’s JWA to form New 
—4 Japan Pro Wrestling. After 
retiring from the ring, he started the Universal Fighting- 
Arts Organization to keep his vision of “fighting spirit” in 
wrestling alive. 


Steve Austin. “Stone-Cold” was about as differ- 

ent from Hulk Hogan as humanly possible, but he 
somehow surpassed Hogan in popularity and mer- 
chandise sales. Austin was the ultimate rebel/anti- 
hero. He wrestled like a heel, but was wildly cheered 
by fans. Even when he hit his Stone-Cold stunner on 
beloved figures like Mick Foley and The Rock (and 
even Santa Claus, for Pete’s sake!), fans cheered 
their lungs out. Austin changed the traditional psychol- 
ogy of wrestling and made it cool for fans to root for 
the bad guys. 


| Shohei “Giant” Baba. Shohei Baba was more 

than the Japanese equivalent of Andre the 
Giant—he was an influential promoter and ambas- 
sador for puroresu. Baba founded All-Japan Pro 
Wrestling, which battled Antonio Inoki’s New Japan 
for dominance for three decades. Baba forged 
strong ties between AJPW and the NWA and won 
the NWA World title on three occasions. He acted 
as a mentor to dozens of wrestlers and was one of 
the most beloved figures in puroresu, as well as 
one of the biggest draws. 


| Dusty Rhodes. This “son of a plumber” rode his 

blue-collar sensibilities to three NWA. World titles. 
Even in his prime, “The American Dream” hardly looked 
like a pro athlete. You could question his physical condi- 
tioning, but you could never 
question Rhodes’ heart. He 
battled the biggest and best 
in the sport, and usually 
came out on top. He struck § 
a chord with fans (still does!) 
because he never tried to be 
anything more than what he 
truly was: a good ol’ boy 
from Texas fightin’ for what 
he believed in. Rhodes was 
also one of wrestling’s best 
interviews. As a promoter, 
Rhodes loved nothing more than teasing a title change, 
only to put the title back around the champion’s waist—a 
tactic insiders refer to as “a Dusty finish.” 


| The Rock. It's hard to believe The Rock has 

been wrestling only eight years. “The most elec- 
trifying man in sports entertainment” has done a re- 
markable job of selling wrestling to mainstream fans. 
Not only did he become the 
most popular wrestler in WWE, 
he raised the bar on the art of 
cutting a promo. His ability to 
think on his feet and hold the 
fans’ rapt attention is truly in- 
credible. When he landed a 
bit part in The Mummy, Rock } 
showed true potential as Hol- 
lywood’s next breakout action 
star. He continued to win fans 
and show mainstream audi- 
ences that pro wrestlers were- 
n’t just grunting behemoths 
with IQs matching the size of 
their biceps. No offense to Lex Luger, but The Rock is 
wrestling’s true total package, even if he now spends 
most of his time in Hollywood. 


| Ted Turner. |f there's one man who can match 

(or surpass) Vince McMahon when it comes to 
arrogance and power, it’s Ted Turner. The man who 
turned a Georgia cable-TV station into a national super- 
station wasn't about to let McMahon hog all the glory that 
came with running a successful wrestling organization. A 
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lifelong rasslin’ fan with the deepest pockets imaginable, 
Turner purchased NWA cornerstone Jim Crockett Pro- 
motions in 1988 (renaming it WCW) and poured money 
into his new toy, eventually allowing executives to outbid 
the WWF for top stars. Even when WCW. was hemorrhag- 
ing money, Turner kept spending, saying he made enough 
from other ventures to absorb the losses. Turner's dedica- 
tion kept WCW going in its darkest days, and briefly let it 
surpass the WWF in terms of profit and popularity. 


| Keiji Muto. There are plenty of reasons why 

Muto is one of the most influential wrestlers of 
the past 25 years, but just one matters: He was the first 
wrestler to popularize the moonsault in the United 
States, doing so in the NWA in the late-1980s. Muto was 
also a very successful wrestler both in the U.S. and 
Japan, despite his inability to speak English fluently. He 
became one of the top stars of New Japan and helped 
develop relations with WCW in the 1990s. But in 2002, 
Muto jumped from NJPW and became president of All- 
Japan, taking the reins from Shohei Baba’s widow, 
Motoko. Muto has been a versatile performer on both 
sides of the Pacific. 


| Mick Foley. |f Foley had his way, he'd be re- 

membered as the big, ugly lug who gritted his way 
to three WWF World titles through sheer determination 
and a touch of humor. He’d want to be remembered as a 
great performer, a talented 
writer, and an ambassador for 
wrestling—all of which he is. 
But Mrs. Foley’s little boy is al- 
so known as the most suc- 
cessful backyard wrestler of 
all-time. He will forever be re- 
membered for that amateur 
videotape of him jumping off a 
roof during a “match” in his 
youth. Foley is the inspiration 
for countless wrestlers who 
put their bodies on the line 
and absorb superhuman punishment to try to make it in 
wrestling. But what set Foley apart was that he was an 
expert storyteller, an intelligent individual, and a blue-collar 
guy who made his impossible dream come true. 


i Roddy Piper. Taking fifth place in an internation- 

al bagpipe-playing competition isn’t exactly a first- 
class ticket to the top of the wrestling world, but it was all 
15-year-old Roddy Piper had going for him. Piper wasn’t a 
big man. He wasn’t a technical wrestling master. But he 
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had a knack for infuriating fans like no other by insisting 
on playing his pipes before every match. Piper was a 
master wrestling psychologist, perhaps the greatest villain 
in wrestling history. Would Hulk Hogan have ever become 
as popular as he was in the WWF in the mid-1980s with- 
out such a first-rate nemesis? 


| Jerry Lawler. The 27-time USWA champion has 

a legitimate claim to being the true “King” of wres- 
tling. Well, Memphis wrestling at least, as both promoter 
and wrestler. Lawler resisted the offers to leave his home- 
town and compete in other territories. Instead, he wel- 
comed the biggest names in the sport to Memphis, where 
he beat them in front of his loving fans. Even while head- 
quartered in Memphis, Lawler made national headlines in 
1982 when he got into it with comedian Andy Kaufman on 
David Letterman's show. Like Dusty Rhodes, Lawler won 
over fans by simply being himself and letting his natural 
charisma shine through. Eventually, he landed an 
announcing gig with WWE. 


| Vince RUSSO. The sultan of the swerve was a 

firm believer in Crash TV, whether that meant 
having Scott Hall and Kevin Nash wrestle two scantily 
clad strippers in a TV main 
event, or putting the WCW 
World title around David Ar- 
quette’s scrawny waist. Vince 
Russo helped Vince Mc- 
Mahon overcome WCW in the 
ratings war with his risque sto- 
rylines and unorthodox match- 
making ideas. Russo was also Ff 
the first backstage writer who } 
eclipsed in-ring performers. 
His defection from the WWF 
to WCW was supposed to 
swing the balance of power 
back to WCW, but Russo 
never performed as well without McMahon exercising cre- 
ative control on his ideas. 


| Capt. Low Albano. The Captain was one of the 

focal points of “The Rock ’n’ Wrestling Con- 
nection,” which spawned WrestleMania and introduced a 
generation of music video fans to wrestling. Albano be- 
friended Cyndi Lauper and appeared in several of her 
music videos. With his trademark rubber bands dangling 
from his face, his mile-a-minute, off-the-cuff interviews, 
and colorful clothes, he became a highly visible ambas- 
sador for wrestling. Albano’s promo skills have been emu- 


lated byeveryone from Dusty Rhodes to boxing impre- 
sario Don King. 


rh 2 Bret Hart. ‘The best there is, the best there 

§G9 was, and the best there ever will be.” That little 
phrase was more than-a marketing tagline—it was Bret 
Hart’s personal mission state- 
; ment. “I think | was the guy 
that made wrestling real 
again,” Hart said in an exclu- 
sive interview published in the 
May 2004 issue of The Wres- 
tler. “| wasn’t 6’8” ... | didn’t 
have 30-inch arms ... All | had 
was my wrestling ability.” That 
wrestling ability was enough to 
make Hart one of the sport's 
most admired competitors. He 
=—! proved that a good little man 
could beat a good big man. His falling-out with Vince 
McMahon during the height of the WCW-WWF war was 
immortalized in the documentary Wrestling With Sha- 
dows. Today, Bret is seen by many as the conscience 
of wrestling, and one of the chief influences of Raw 


champ Chris Benoit. 
2 Jim ROSS. “Eric [Bischoff's] take on [Jim] Ross 
was that he was fat and he was Southern, and 
didn’t play well to mainstream U.S.A. Well, Jim Ross is 
still fat and he’s still Southern, but he’s also the best 
announcer who’s ever called a match, and he’s a big rea- 
son Raw is the hottest show in the country.” So wrote 
Mick Foley in Have A Nice Day, and his words still ring 
true today. Ross’ passion for wrestling comes through 
every time he speaks. Strong commentary can add to the 
drama and entertainment of a match. Ross calls matches 
intelligently and does his research. He has become the 
gold standard in play-by-play commentating. He’s also 
had a lot to do with WWE's success in recent years, as he 
served as head of talent relations for the company. 
2 The Undertaker. When Mark Callaway made 
his WWF debut in 1990, no one could have pre- 
dicted the incredible success “The Dead Man” would 
have. Four World titles. A WrestleMania record of 11-0. 
Wins over everyone from Hulk Hogan to The Rock, and 
Triple-H to Brock Lesnar. Not bad for a guy most people 
thought was a one-dimensional brawler. "Taker constantly 
reinvented himself over the past 15 years and remains as 
relevant today as he was in 1990. He also became 
WWE's locker room leader, the man who has been able 


to reign in some of the sport’s biggest egos. 
2 Jerry Jarrett. Best known today as Jeff Jar- 
rett's father, Jerry headed Memphis’ Mid-South- 
ern Wrestling, the CWA, and the USWA. He was one of 
the last of the regional promoters, offering the Memphis 
faithful a homegrown alternative to WCW and the WWF. 
But Jarrett's most ambitious endeavor took place in 2002, 
when he and Jeff launched TNA. Jarrett had the audacity 
to build a business model based on weekly pay-per-view 
events. The critics scoffed, but Jarrett persevered, building 
a solid promotion around veteran competitors and the 
thrilling X division. This summer, TNA became the first 
non-WWE promotion with a national cable-TV presence 


since the demise of WCW in 2001. 
2 The Road Warriors. With their fearsome face 
paint, Herculean physiques, and imposing 
spiked shoulder pads, Hawk and Animal were perhaps 
the most intimidating duo to stride down an aisle. The 
Road Warriors re- 
defined the art of 
tag team wres- 
tling. Their match- }f 
es were to tradi- 
tional tag match- 
es as music vid- 
eos were to sit- 
coms, with the 
Roadies taking 
almost all the of- 
fense. Even though the two men were initially promot- 
ed as heels, fans were quickly caught up in the excite- 
ment surrounding Hawk and Animal. The Warriors’ 
dominance transcended promotional boundaries, as 
they were the only team ever to win the NWA, AWA, 


and WWF world tag titles. 
2 Sting. At a time when most of WCW's top 

stars were jumping ship, the man called Sting 
remained loyal and became one of the most popular 
and dependable stars in wrestling. Starting with his 
epic 45-minute draw against Ric Flair on the first Clash 
of the Champions in 1988, Sting became the promo- 
tion’s franchise player. He resisted several lucrative of- 
fers from the WWF and injected a much-needed dose 
of excitement into a promotion badly in need of stars. 
When former WWF competitors like Hulk Hogan, Ran- 
dy Savage, Scott Hall, and Kevin Nash invaded WCW, 
Sting updated his look and persona to remain one of 
the company’s top fan favorites. 
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Herb Abrams. Little guy with a-big mouth and plans 

too ambitious for his bank account. The promoter that 
couldn't will always have a pay-per-view listed in the PW/ 
Almanac (Beach Brawl, June 9, 1991), but that’s about it. 
He died of a heart attack in 1996 at age 41. 


Paul Alperstein. Another businessman/wrestling 

fan who yearned to hit the big time, Alperstein 
had a deep-pocketed investor in BKS/Bates Enter- 
tainment and garnered a syndication package for his 
AWF that covered 80 percent of the country in 1996. 
The show lasted all of 
12 weeks. 


David Arquette. |; 

Vince Russo had to 
make an actor WCW 
World champ, couldn't he 
have used some of AOL 
Time Warner's consider- 
# able money to attract 
someone from at least 
Hollywood's “B” list? And 
preferably one with a 
physique. 


Blitzkrieg. Terrific 
— - masked high-flyer 
who ee wew crowds during the cruiserweight divi- 
sion’s heyday of the late-1990s. Who knows, maybe it 
was him playing El Gran 
Luchadore one of those 
times on Smackdown. 


Blarbara) Blush). 

Busty blonde EMT 
who quickly transformed 
herself into a WWF diva. 
Can always boast that 
she was part of the only 
four-way evening gown 
match held inside a swim- 
ming pool in the history of 
the company (Armaged- 
don 1999). She was his- 
tory soon thereafter. 
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25 lists of 229 items trom 2 years 


25 People Who Enjoyed 15 
Minutes of Wrestling Fame (or less 


Cloutly. Brought into the WWF 

as a foil for Tammy “Sunny” 
Sytch. Long-range foreeast for 
him/her/whatever wasn't good. 


Steve Constant. Weightlifter in the front row taunts 

Superstar Graham at a 1984 show in Memphis, 
then strips off his shirt, and attacks Graham in the ring. 
What he gets is a full-nelson, a hospital stay, and an 
embarrassing “Dressing Room Confidential” column in 
which he admits he’s lucky to be alive. 


Tyler Fullingtom. Remember The Sandman’s son, 

the disturbed little punk who joined Mommy in be- 
traying Daddy and falling under Raven's spell in ECW? 
Wonder if the kid has any issues to work out today. 


Kevin Greene. Too bad this NFL star didn’t de- 

vote himself to wrestling full-time after retiring. He 
showed a lot of promise and enthusiasm. It was Greene 
whom ex-NFL star Steve McMichael betrayed in join- 
ing The Four Horsemen in 1996. 


| Tonya Harding. Bad girl figure skater made but 

one (one too many) much-hyped appearance in 
the sport—as a manager on an independent show. Nancy 
Kerrigan was nowhere to be found. 


| Big Bad John. Stood 7'7” and that was about the 
extent of his physical prowess. Another “next 
Andre” who came up, well, short. 


| Andy Kaufman. Eccentric actor/comedian 
worked Memphis wrestling fans into a frenzy dur- 

ing his feud with Jerry Lawler and even landed them a 

controversial appearance on Letterman in 1982. 


| Master P and his No Limit Soldiers. Eric 

Bischoff thought the rap mogul would have great 
crossover appeal to fans of WCW wrestling. What a 
load of hooty-hooey! These guys were gone within 
months. It wasn’t soon enough. 


| Jack Petrik. When Ted Turner bought Jim 

Crockett Promotions in 1988, Petrik drew the 
short straw among TBS execs and was given charge 
of the company. He quickly turned over control to Jim 
Herd and was never heard from again. 


| Ralphus. Chris Jericho's plump sidekick in 

WCW loved wearing T-shirts that were far too 
small to cover his ever-expanding gut. Somehow Y2J 
made the act work. 


| Cheryl Roberts. Another wife dragged into her 

wrestler husband’s business. In her case, hub- 
by Jake objected to Rick Rude airbrushing her image 
on his tights. Yeah, that 
wasn't cool. 


| David Sammartino. 
Predictably started 
his career amid much fan- 
fare, but he wasn't big 
enough, he didn’t much 
care for the sport, and he 
lost whatever pull he might 
have had when he and 
Papa had a falling-out. 


| Otis Sistrunk. The 
6’4”, 270-pound for- 
mer Oakland Raider had 
everything to make it big in 
this business—except ability. 
He and Michael Hayes did 
win the NWA National tag 
team title from Terry Gordy 
and Jimmy Snuka in 1981, 
but he quit right afterward. 


| Lisa Sliwa. Then 

the wife of Guardian 
Angels leader Curtis Sliwa, 
Lisa was so serious about a 
career in wrestling that she 
came to our New York of- 


fices for a lengthy photo shoot. The one-time model never 
stepped foot in a ring, though. She finally divorced Curtis 
and is now Fox News reporter Lisa Evers. 
2 Bonnie Steamboat. Helped solidify husband 
Rick’s image as a wholesome family man when- 
ever needed in the NWA back in the 1980s. Good thing 
Russo wasn’t around. He would have had her turn against 
Rick and had little Ricky hit him with Ric Flair’s brass 
knucks in a truly memorable swerve. 
2 John “Coach” Tolos. Tolos is a Hall of Fame 
candidate who was great on the mike in the ’70s 
and should have been a great manager. Unfortunately, 
by the time he got to 
the WWF in 1990 to 
“coach” Curt Hennig 
and Bob Orton Jr., 


he just didn’t have it 
anymore. 


2 Al Wilson. 
He really 
was/is Torrie Wil- 
son’s papa and made 
the mistake of hang- 
ing around at a few 
WWE TV tapings. Dawn Marie seduced him and married 
him, then was a little too much diva for him on the honey- 
moon. His death on TV didn’t stop him from attending 
Torrie’s real wedding to Billy Kidman months later. Huh? 
2 Jim Wilson. Another footballer-turned-grap- 
pler, Wilson was bitter about the way he 
thought he and others were mistreated by wrestling and 
went about trying to expose the business’ dark side, 
most prominently along with Eddie Mansfield on 20/20 
in 1985, and then with a book, Chokehold, last year. 
rd David Wolff. if enduring Cyndi Lauper's pres- 
ence in a wrestling ring wasn’t enough, the sight 
of her skinny, stringy-haired manager made you wish the 
term “Rock ’n’ Wrestling Connection” had never been 
coined. Thankfully, when she was gone, so was he. 
2 Zeus. Made for an interesting adversary for 
Hulk Hogan in the movie No Holds Barred. 
And a lousy one in WWF rings. How bad was he? He 


brought up the rear of the first “PW/ 500” in 1991, back 
when it was a struggle to fill out the list. 
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Looks like his rhyming is a little rusty 


Japanese Pool Boy 
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25 lists of 253 items from 25 years 


Adrian Street 
with Miss Linda 


Fabulous when the Fab 5 were in 
pink diapers 


Wonder what happens when he clicks his heels She packed quite a punch! 
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Doink & Dink 


Can’t sleep or the clowns will eat me 


Christopher Love 


We don’t want to know what’s under 
your fancy bathrobe 


Thankfully using defenseless stuffed 
animals as head camouflage 


Lookin’ like a scared porcupine 


Lord of what? 


| Chicken Neck 


He weighed in at $2.49 per pound. Now Who knew Wall Street was in the 
that’s cheap! gayborhood? At least they aren’t kissing in this photo 
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15 Gobbledygooker Grizzly Boone 


_ 
~~ 


The pick of the litter 


Don’t get too close, Howard! 


Gillberg 
17 Greg “Rambo” Gagne 


Couldn’t even scare a Girl Scout Who’s next? Not him! The quintessential flake 
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SIMO 
shi a 


useing 


20 Curly Moe 


2) Biackhearts 


Did he eat Shemp and Larry? 
Just plain creepy 


Nice butterfly wings 


Jim Cornette 


2@4 Lazor-Tron ® (=e 
2 ertha Von Raschke 


The sexiest babe in the AWA! 


No wonder the South lost The Spanish word for “Lost Guerrero” 
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25 lists of eos items from 255 years 


25 Heaullines That Were Rejected After Less Than Minutes of Discussion 


I “Blood, Debt, And Tears: ECW 
Takes Past-Due Notices To The 
Extreme!” (2000) / 

2 “Bob Backlund’s Stunning Gonfes- 
sion: ‘I’m A Playa. I’m A Pimp” (1981) 
3 “Samoans Shocker: Afa To Sika 
New Partner!” (1983) 

4 “To Be The Man, You Have To Eat 
The Man: Abdullah The Butcher’s 
Plan To Dethrone Ric Flair” (1988) 

5 “Dakota Runnels’ Emotional Plea: 
‘Daddy, Stop Wearing Mommy’s 
Clothes!” (1997) 

6 “What?! What?! What?! The Truth 
Behind Steve Austin’s Hearing Prob- 
lem” (2001) 

7 “Triple-H And Triple-D: The Mc- 
Mahon/Helmsley Era Kicks Into High 
Gear’ (2001) 

8 “Grateful Dead: Why Al Wilson 
Should Be Thankful He Doesn’t Have 


To See Torrie vs. Dawn” (2002) 

9 “Rob Van Dam Smokes The Com- 
petition: Isn't It High Time He Got A 
Shot At The ECW World Title?” (1999) 
10 “Sgt. Slaughter: Traitorous Sack 
Of Shiite” (1991) 

Il “Wrestling Fans Demand: ‘We 
Want More Necrophilia!” (2003) 

12 “Kerry Von Erich Commits Suicide: 
Another Von Bites The Dust” (1993) 
13 ‘The PW/ 5,000,000” (2003) 

14 “Nine Out Of 10 Children Agree: 
Killer Brooks Makes Us Cry” (1984) 
15 “Eric Embry’'s Top Secret Workout 
Tips” (1989) 

16 “Why Bradshaw Will One Day Be 
World Champion” (2001) 

17 “R.1.P., Hawk: Sadly, Not A Story 
About Swede Hanson's Old Tag 
Team Partner’ (2003) 

18 “Dusty Rhodes’ Theory Of Nu- 


I “It was a magnificent exhibition of wrestling brilliance.” 

2 “It was a ruthless exhibition of wrestling ferocity.” 

3 “It was a brilliant exhibition of wrestling skill.” 

4 “It was an honorable exhibition of wrestling integrity.” 

5 “It was a shocking exhibition of wrestling betrayal.” 

6 “It was a savage exhibition of wrestling brutality.” 

7 “It was a brutal exhibition of wrestling savagery.” 

8 “It was a cruel exhibition of wrestling brutality.” 

9 “It was a brutal exhibition of wrestling cruelty.” 

10 “It was a brilliant exhibition of wrestling cunning.” 

Il “It was spectacular exhibition of wrestling fury.” 

12 “It was a heartwarming exhibition of wrestling coming-of-age.” 
13 “Their matches were a revelatory exhibition of wrestling intelligence.” 
14 “It was a despicable exhibition of wrestling rulebreaking.” 

15 “It was a terrifying exhibition of wrestling cruelty.” 

16 “It was a valuable exhibition of wrestling ingenuity.” 

17 “it was a surprising exhibition of wrestling intensity.” 

18 “He put on a powerhouse exhibition of wrestling ruthlessless.” 


19 “The crowd was enthralled by their colossal exhibition of wrestling might.” 


20 “It was an explosive exhibition of wrestling rage.” 

2l1 “It was a splendid exhibition of wrestling heroics.” 

22 “It was an ignominious exhibition of wrestling cruelty.” 
23 “It was a magnificent exhibition of wrestling art.” 

24 “It was a terrifying exhibition of wrestling savagery.” 
25 “It was a furious exhibition of wrestling intensity.” 
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clear Fission, Part III” (1983) 

19 “Watts Wrong With WGW" (1993) 
20 “Fantasy Warfare: The Killer Bees 
vs. The YJStinger Bees” (2003) 

21 “PWI Exclusive: Roddy Piper 
Talks About Seat Belts, Peanut But- 
ter, Shoelaces, And Whatever Else 
Pops Into His Head” (2003) 

22 “There Were Eight Million Fans 
And Andre Weighed 3,000 Pounds!’ 
Hulk Hogan Remembers Wrestle- 
Mania III” (2004) 

23 “Words Of Wisdom From The 
Ultimate Warrior: A Two-Paragraph 
Report” (1998) 

24 “Now Is The Time! Why WCW 
Must Expand Nitro To Six Hours” 
(1998) 

“Bret Screwed Bret! The ‘Hitman’ 
Finally Reveals: ‘I’m Double-Jointed” 
(2000) 


The 25) Most Frequent 
Cover Appearances 

I Hulk Hogan 80 
2 Sting 38 
3 Ric Flair 36 
4 Randy Savage 30 
5 Steve Austin 27 
6 Shawn Michaels 26 
7 Bret Hart 24 
8 Lex Luger 21 
9 Dusty Rhodes 19 
10 The Rock 18 
Il Kevin Nash 17 
12 Rick Steamboat 15 
13 Road Warrior Animal 14 
14 Scott Steiner 14 
15 Scott Hall 14 
16 Road Warrior Hawk 13 
17 Vince McMahon 13 
18 Bill Goldberg 13 
19 Ultimate Warrior 12 
20 Triple-H 14 
21 The Undertaker 10 
22 Andre the Giant 9 
23 Roddy Piper 9 
24 Nikita Koloff fe) 
Brock Lesnar 9 


25 Trivia Questions About Pw And The 


Which of the following was nota prize 

in a PWI/ contest? a) Dusty Rhodes’ 
boots; b) Ric Flair's robe; c) Mil Mas- 
caras’ mask; d) Chief Jay Strongbow's 
headdress. 


For several months in the 1980s, 

PWI ran a full-page ad featuring 
Dusty Rhodes endorsing a product that 
alleviates pain. What was it? a) Aleve; b) 
Preparation H; c) Stanback Powder; d) 
Dr. Dusty’s Tonic. 


3 “The True Story Of Bruno Sammar- 
tino,” in the November 1979 issue, 
was authored by a) Gary Morgenstein; b) 
Peter King; c) Capt. Lou Albano; d) Ar- 
nold Skoaland. 


The first color foldout featured which 

wrestler? a) Dusty Rhodes; b) Mil 
Mascaras; c) Bruno Sammartino; d) Rick 
Steamboat. 


Who preceded Dr. Sidney Basil as 
staff psychologist, analyzing Ken 
Patera in 1982? 


PWI angered Roddy Piper with what 

he perceived to be an intentional 
typo in the August 1982 issue. What did 
we Call him? a) Snotty Piper; b) Rotty Pip- 
er; c) Rodney Piper; d) Rin-Tin Piper. 


Nearly every mention of the Missouri 

State title in PW/ pointed out the 
“fact” that it was a steppingstone to the 
NWA World title. How many wrestlers 
actually made the step? 


Which wrestler(s) hold the record for 

consecutive years winning any one 
PWI award? a) Ric Flair; b) Hulk Hogan; 
c) Trish Stratus; d) The Road Warriors; e) 
both b & c; f) both a & d. 


Name the couple that met on the job 
at PW/ and later married. 


| PW1founder Stanley Weston got his 

start in publishing on what magazine: 
a) The Ring; b) Wrestling Revue; c) Field 
& Stream; d) The Saturday Evening Post. 


| PWI's Wrestler of the De = 
the 1980s was-Ric*Flair: “Whigh— 
wrestler(s) attacked Flair with the trophy 
we presented him? a) Harley Race; b) 
Lex Luger; c) Barry Windham; d) Doom. 


| True or False: Matt Brock took a 
six-month leave of absence in 
1984 for health reasons. 


| Liz Hunter was struck by which 

wrestler: a) Rick Rude; b) Mag- 
nificent Muraco; c) Stan Hansen; d) none 
of the above. 


| Name the nine men who re- 
ceived the PW/ Editors’ Award 
posthumously. 


| Which of the following never shot a 

photo for PWI: a) Jim Cornette; b) 
Tammy Sytch; c) Paul Heyman; d) Killer 
Kowalski; e) Wally Yamaguchi. 


ié PWI was first housed in: a) Stan- 
ley Weston’s basement in Rock- 
ville Centre, New York; b) West Merrick 
Road in Freeport, New York; c) Maple 
Avenue in Rockville Centre. 


| True or False: Joey Styles first met 
Paul Heyman in the offices of PW/. 


| Two illustrated covers of PW/ were 

selected among our favorite cov- 
ers of all-time elsewhere in this issue. 
There was one other illustrated cover. 
Who was on it? 


| Sugar Ray Leonard fought Mar- 
velous Marvin Hagler on April 6, 


1987. What was the significance of that 
day in PWI's history? 


rs |] In what year were PW/ and its 
family of sports magazines pur- 
chased by its current ownership? 


Which five columnists penned 
“The Steel Cage”? 


a) Bruno Sammartino; b) Rob 


Who never wrote a story for PWI: 


TF 
PWI fears 

ba Orton rsd) Briar 
in none of the above 


Van Dam; c) Pill- 


man; e).Sting 

a Pro Wrestling. Illustrated Pre- 
sents The Women Of Wrestling 

(Vol. 1, No. 1) had a top-50 ranking. Who 

was number one on that list: a) Stacy 

Keibler; b) Fabulous Moolah; c) June 

Byers; d) Mildred Burke. 


Which PW1 intern was implicated 

in a scandal to influence the 
selection process of the “PW/ 500”? a) 
Joe Bonsignore; b) Pushpak Naik; c) Ed 
Emelett; d) Will Welsh. 


True or False: Photo Editor Roy 

London was the great nephew of 
the original owner of the publishing com- 
pany Stanley Weston purchased 15 years 
before launching PWI. 
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Publisher 
Starting Year: 1979 


Favorite Wrestler: Rick Steamboat 

Favorite Tag Team: The Road Warriors 

Favorite Match: Tiger Mask vs. Dynamite Kid, August 
30, 1982, Madison Square Garden, New York, NY 
Favorite Card: David Von Erich Memorial Parade of 
Champions, May 6, 1984, Texas Stadium, Irving, TX 
Favorite Year: 1998 

Favorite PWI Story: “Steamboat vs. Flair: To Hell And 
Back,” August 1989 

Biggest Disappointment: The WWF’s takeover of the 
Georgia Championship Wrestling time slot on TBS 
Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: 

Bruno Sammartino 

Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Kevin Sullivan 


Dave Lenker 


Editor-in-Chief 
Starting Year: 1993 


Favorite Wrestler: Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka 
Favorite Tag Team: The Road Warriors 

Favorite Match: Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon, 
March 20, 1994, Madison Square Garden, 

New York, NY 

Favorite Card: WrestleMania X7, April 1, 2001, 
Astrodome, Houston, TX 

Favorite Year: 1997 

Favorite PW/ Story: “The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan 
Is Right!” December 1996 

Biggest Disappointment: The implosion of WCW 
and the subsequent botching of the WCW/ECW 
invasion by WWE 

Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Stacy Keibler 
Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Ultimate Warrior 


Managing Editor 
Starting Year: 1994 


Favorite Wrestler: Gino Hernandez 
Favorite Tag Team: The Hart Foundation 
Favorite Match: The Sheepherders vs. 
The Fantastics, June 14, 1986, 

Louisiana Superdome, New Orleans, LA 
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Favorite Card: ECWA Super 8 Tournament, February 
26, 2000, St. Matthew’s Parish Hall, Wilmington, DE 
Favorite Year: 1986 

Favorite PW/ Story: “Chris Adams: ‘Being Blinded 
Has Opened My Eyes!” June 1986 

Biggest Disappointment: The sale of Jim Crocket 
Promotions to Ted Turner 

Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Charlie Haas 
Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Buh Buh Ray Dudley 


Senior Writer 
Starting Year: 1998 


Favorite Wrestler: Ric Flair 

Favorite Tag Team: The Road Warriors 

Favorite Match: The Road Warriors vs. The Midnight 
Express, November 28, 1986, The Omni, Atlanta, GA 
Favorite Card: Royal Rumble, January 19, 1992 
Freeman Coliseum, San Antonio, TX 

Favorite Year: 1996 

Favorite PWI Story: “Magnum T.A.: He’s Got Millions 
Of Fans, But He’s The Loneliest Man In Wrestling,” 
September 1985 

Biggest Disappointment: That much of the Bret 
Hart-Shawn Michaels feud played out while | was in 
the Marines and unable to follow the sport as closely 
as | would have liked 

Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Eric Bischoff 
Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Steve Corino 


Harry Burkett 


Senior Writer 
Starting Year: 1997 


Favorite Wrestler: Roddy Piper 

Favorite Tag Team: Ole and Arn Anderson 
Favorite Match: Rick Steamboat vs. Ric Flair, 
February 20, 1989, UIC Pavilion, Chicago, IL 
Favorite Card: David Von Erich Memorial Parade of 
Champions, May 6, 1984, Texas Stadium, Irving, TX 
Favorite Year: 1997 

Favorite PW/ Story: “Solving The Ric Flair Puzzle: 
Another Piece Falls Into Place For Magnum T.A.,” 
January 1986 

Biggest Disappointment: WCW going out of business 
Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Lou Thesz 
Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Ronnie Garvin 


Eight years before joining the staff of PW/, Harry Burkett was among the readers who 
voted the Steamboat-Flair February 1989 showdown in Chicago Match of the Year. 


Dan Murphy 


Senior Writer 
Starting Year: 1997 


Favorite Wrestler: Kevin Von Erich 

Favorite Tag Team: Pat Tanaka and Paul Diamond 
Favorite Match: Tully Blanchard vs. Magnum T.A., 
November 28, 1985, Greensboro Coliseum, 
Greensboro, NC 

Favorite Card: SummerSlam, August 29, 1988, 
Madison Square Garden, New York, NY 

Favorite Year: 1987 

Favorite PW/ Story: “Kevin Von Erich: A Prisoner 
Of Texas,” June 1983 

Biggest Disappointment: The botched WCW/ECW 
invasion of WWE 

Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Dick “The 
Destroyer” Beyer 

Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Lex Luger 


Frank Krewda 


Senior Writer 
Starting Year: 1997 


Favorite Wrestler: Ric Flair 

Favorite Tag Team: Sabu and Rob Van Dam 
Favorite Match: Bruno Sammartino vs. Larry 
Zbyszko, August 9, 1980, Shea Stadium, Flushing, NY 
Favorite Card: ECW Living Dangerously, March 1, 
1998, Convention Center, Asbury Park, NJ 
Favorite Year: 1998 

Favorite PWI Story: “Press Conference” with Jim 
Ross, October 1998 

Biggest Disappointment: The demise of ECW 
Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: “Diamond” 
Dallas Page 

Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Bill Goldberg 


Contributing Writer 
Starting Year: 1979 


Favorite Wrestler: Bret Hart 

Favorite Tag Team: Gene and Ole Anderson 
Favorite Match: Dusty Rhodes & Nikita Koloff vs. 

The Midnight Express, April 11, 1987, Baltimore 
Arena, Baltimore, MD 

Favorite Card: Last Tangle in Tampa, August 3, 1980, 
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Tampa Stadium, Tampa, FL 

Favorite Year: 1981 

Favorite PWI Story; “Lighting A Fire Under The 
Undertaker: Stop Playing With Matches That Don’t 
Matter!” September 1988 

Biggest Disappointment: The fall of territorial wrestling 
Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Verne Gagne 
Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Ken Patera 


Liz Hunter 


Contributing Writer 
Starting Year: 1982 


Favorite Wrestler: Rick Rude 

Favorite Tag Team: Rick Steamboat and Jay 
Youngblood 

Favorite Match: Kerry Von Erich vs. Ric Flair, May 6, 
1984, Texas Stadium, Irving, TX 

Favorite Card: WrestleMania |, March 31, 1985, 
Madison Square Garden, New York, NY 

Favorite Year: 1985 

Favorite PWI Story: “An In-Depth Examination: 
Women’s Work! It Ain’t What It Used To Be!” July 2001 
Biggest Disappointment: That the WWF spotlight 
was yanked away from the women soon after the big 
push for WrestleMania | 

Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Madusa Miceli 
Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Scott Steiner 


Contributing Writer 
Starting Year: 1997 


Favorite Wrestler: Jushin “Thunder” Liger 

Favorite Tag Team: High Energy (Owen Hart and Koko 
B. Ware) 

Favorite Match: Super Delfin, Gran Naniwa, Gran 
Hamada, Tiger Mask IV, and Masato Yakushiji vs. Dick 
Togo, Shiryu, Men's Teioh, Taka Michinoku, and Shoichi 
Funaki, October 10, 1996, Sumo Hall, Tokyo, Japan 
Favorite Card: Royal Rumble, January 19, 1992, 
Knickerbocker Arena, Albany, NY 

Favorite Year: 1993 

Favorite PW/ Story: “Jushin Liger vs. Brian Pillman: The 
Match That Could Destroy WCW!” July 1992 

Biggest Disappointment: The destruction of the WCW 
cruiserweight division by WCW Creative 

Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: King Kong Bundy 
Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Mike Quackenbush 


Favorite Card: Super J Cup, Apri 16, 
1994, Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, « Japan | 
Favorite Year: | 1987 

Favorite PWI Story: ‘The Road. Warriors } 
Want You! ‘Hey>Twerp,-Do-You-Have.—~ 
The Guts To Meet Us?™\May 1986 s 
Biggest Disappointment: The folding ‘of 
ECW 

Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: 
Buh Buh Ray Dudley 

Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Booker T 


Contributing Writer 
Starting Year: 2004 


Favorite Wrestler: Brian Pillman 
Favorite Tag Team: Arn Anderson and 


Tully Blanchard 
Trish Stratus and Jason Langin get along with Buh Buh Ray Dudley, yet Brandi Fayorite Match: Rick Steamboat vs. 


Mankiewicz does not. You can draw your own conclusions. Randy Savage March 29, 1987 
Silverdome, Pontiac, MI 
Jason Langin Favorite Card: WrestleMania Ill, March 29, 1987, 
Contributing Writer Silverdome, Pontiac, Ml 
g Favorite Year: 1998 


Staning Year:2003 Favorite PWI Story: “The Masters Of Their Art,” July 


Favorite Wrestler: Chris Benoit 1992 

Favorite Tag Team: British Bulldogs Biggest Disappointment: The WCW invasion of WWE 

Favorite Match: Rick Steamboat vs. Randy Savage, Wrestler Who | Could Call My Friend: Mick Foley 

March 29, 1987, Silverdome, Pontiac, MI Wrestler Who Hated My Guts: Jim Cornette 
FANTASY ( ; ) WRESTLING: 


YOU CREATE THE SUPERSTARS! 


IEEE ———————————————————————————————— SSL _—S__=___ 
Simply send your wrestler(s) name and (please be original, no real wrestler names), cash, check, or money 
order, to IWF, P.O. Box 541132, Flushing, NY 11354. You can also email your wrestler(s) roleplays to 
IWFPrezHitman@aol.com or email that address for more information. 
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_ Hoter Peter King nna 


~ Gan it really be 25 years a that first issue Of PWIhit 


the newsstands? Or 17 years sitice.an i issue 0 of PV PWI had 


my name in it? 

In 1979, we were all so improbably young, burning with 
enthusiasm and brimming with talent. The real world and 
the wrestling world were simpler. The wrestling world’s top 
villains—lvan Koloff and Waldo Von Erich, for instance— 
were almost impossibly evil. Today, the real villains of the 
real world make those of the wrestling world seem harm- 
less by comparison. 

The business has changed, and so have we. The 
world has grown crueler, and the sport has become more 
vulgar. But that is for another column and another time. 

It has been a delight for me to see PW/ evolve into a 
slick and colorful package as professional and entertain- 
ing as any on the newsstand. But even more satisfying is 
how those of us who founded PW/ and its sister boxing 
publications have also evolved. 

Stu Saks, whom | first met when he was a college stu- 
dent, has gone from rookie writer to become a top publish- 
ing executive whose vision lights the way for PW/. Bill 
Apter remains a force of nature who has succeeded 
through hard work and absolute integrity. Craig Peters and 
Gary Morgenstein, two of the most skilled writers and finest 
people | ever met, have forged successful careers helping 
journalists do their jobs better. Dan Shocket, the most tal- 
ented of all of us, sadly left us too early, but fortunately left 
us his legacy and decency, which guides us even today. 


Peter King does his best Jay Strongbow impression for the 
Chief himself. Peter was PW/I’s chief for the first eight years of 
its existence. 
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Former "Ears Share Their Remembrances of PW 


ne ‘a quick salute to those on the boxing side back 
then, because PW/ would not-have existed-without KO 
Magazine. Then-Managing Editor Steve Farhood remains 


a‘respected writer and broadcaster, while Rich Countis 


has become one of the top editors at Gannett, the largest 
newspaper publisher in the United States. 

Also, the able crew running PW/ today deserves a 
thank you from those there at its birth: You have taken our 
baby and turned it into a respectable, handsome, and 
successful adult. 

As for me, after leaving PWI, | became an editor at 
Newsday, one of the nation’s largest newspapers, where | 
worked on some of the biggest stories of the past few 
decades, most notably—and most tragically—the attacks 
on America on September 11, 2001. Today, | am a profes- 
sor of journalism. My hope is that my students, too young 
to read when | last worked at PW/, will, like us, have a 
career they can be proud of and be part of a publication 
they can point to with pride, even 25 years later. 


Art Director: | an 


In 1979, President and Publisher Stanley Weston 
called a staff meeting to announce that he wanted to 
launch a new wrestling magazine, one that was unlike all 
others in both design and editorial content and would 
meet the test of time. | was excited to be responsible for 
designing a magazine with such promise. 

At the time, most wrestling publications were visually 
very busy with a montage of photos on the cover and 
headlines splattered everywhere in all directions. There 
was no focal point; your eyes didn’t know what to look at 
first. The design concept for PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
would be more simplistic and of a sophisticated nature. 
Mr. Weston, being from the old school, was skeptical of 
the idea, but had enough faith and trust in the staff to let 
us proceed. Often the covers of PW/ featured only one 
posed image of the sport's most popular (or sometimes 
unpopular) wrestler artistically photographed and accom- 
panied by a straightforward list of featured article head- 
lines in tasteful type fonts, all completely framed by the 
magazine's stylized bordered logo. It gave the cover the 
look of a framed portrait to be hung on a wall for display. 
Internally, the monthly columns and feature articles were 
also designed to have clean graphic elements, big bold 
headlines, and dynamic photography. 

Month after month, we put our best efforts forward in 
producing a magazine that was innovative, had visual 
impact, featured outstanding photography, was exciting 


Ken Morgan was the Captain of our art department. Now he’s 
tops at Topps. 


to read, and would keep our readers coming back for 
more. None of this would have been possible without the 
numerous talented staff members | worked with through- 
out my years with the magazine, such as Peter King, Bill 
Apter, Gary Morgenstein, Dan Shocket, Craig Peters, Stu 
Saks, Charlie Foster, Darlene Saks, and Joe Kalman, 
just to name a few. 

When | reflect back on the more than 3,000 covers | 
designed and 200,000 editorial pages | art directed for all 
the various titles produced while | was employed at Lon- 
don, working on the issues of PW/ was one of the most 
enjoyable memories for me. | hope the subscribers and 
dedicated followers enjoyed reading the magazine as 
much as | enjoyed producing it for them. 

| now work in Manhattan for the Topps company, pro- 
ducing trading and collectible sports cards. Often on my 
commute home, | stop by a newsstand and pick up a copy 
of PWI. As | thumb through the pages, | find some of the 
original design and editorial concepts being used, 
although updated to reflect a more contemporary style. 

Wow! Twenty-five years and still going strong. I'd say 
Stanley Weston’s goal was accomplished. 


Gary Morgenstein 
Associate Editor: 1979-1981 


1979. The world was a different place. A man could 
wear bell bottom pants, a Fu Manchu mustache, smoke at 
his desk, drink if he was discreet, and have the pick of the 
most beautiful women in town. (If only | could've saved the 
ones | threw back.) We were young and brave, united in a 
sacred mission to tell the truth, and God help anyone who 
got in the way of a story. 

Our offices were like the information crossroads of the 
wrestling planet, akin to the ancient paths that once linked 
great empires from Julius Caesar to Genghis Khan. We 
never knew who would show up, only that it often meant 


\ the aa Ss cocktails would start a ttle later. es maybe a it | 


tle earlier. 
We traveled a lot, sacrificed our fanilideccur vers, and | 
our lungs, and when we held jour special press’ ‘confer- 
ences, we wanted the facts without the olives. Straight up 
ice on the side. Made for tense moments, but they were _ 
ten that we were friends? 
| still get queasy thinking about Dan Shocket telling 
Professor Tanaka he had evidence of World War II war 
crimes he was turning over to the Justice Department, and 
receiving a kick that sent his eyeballs dancing down two 
different sides of the street and kept him away from 
broads for a month. The day Bill Apter dared confront Su- 
perstar Billy Graham with photographs he shouldn't have 
been brave enough to take, and being held out the win- 
dow by his ankles as a crowd gathered below, cheering. 
Or Steve Farhood, more boxer than wrestler, going toe-to- 
toe with Harley Race outside the men’s room with only an 
obstinate look for a weapon. 
| still awaken in the middle of the night remembering 
when Stu Saks confronted Andre the Giant with docu- 
ments, hard and fast and double-sourced, that showed he 
was turning rulebreaker, and watching the massive mass 


Gary Morgenstein looks pretty relaxed here, but 99 percent of the 
time he was the most intense and energetic member of our staff. 
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of inhuman beast swell up and twist Stu’s neck | 
like a bowl of cold sesame noodles, Peter King | 
holding on to the Giant's ankles and biting, while 
Matt Brock brought-over a revered bottle of whis- 
key and cracked it alongside Andre’s head. Nearly 
a bloodbath, but we had a mission-and that mis- 
sion was truth. 

Would the story be printed or would we be 
intimidated? Never, said King, pouring himself a 
couple of fingers of Scotch and ordering the 
presses to roll and the story to win out. Once 
again, a small victory, one hilltop at a time. 

Three-and-a-half years of memories inside the 
trenches where a hard-nosed story could buy you a beat- 
ing in a wet alley on a dark night. Or maybe you think it 
was easy telling lvan Koloff he sucked? Maybe you think 
I've never walked the same after telling The Samoans 
they were through? Or maybe my mother liked putting a 
pistol under her pillow because her son couldn't keep his 
nose out of trouble. 

A black eye, a puffy lip, a phone call in the middle of 
the night, or a darkroom full of overdeveloped film—this 
was the price we paid for being in the entrails of a mad 
world of ambition and power. 

Bill, Peter, Stu, Steve, Matt, and Dan. A powerhouse 
team of wrestling journalists, like the 1927 New York 
Yankees. | had the great fortune of working, fighting, and 
boozing alongside this brilliant group of editors back when 
America was America, and a man was either with you or 
against you. 

Right now I’m with a different type of organization, 
working as a television executive at Lifetime Television for 
Women. Twenty-four ladies in the department. And me. 
Hey, we all gotta make our sacrifices in life, right? Press 
my bell bottoms, baby, and refill my drink. Who said 1979 
ever has to end? 


Dave Rosenbaum 
Associate Editor/Senior Writer: 1986-2001 


Several things stand out about my time at PW/: the 
great working environment; Stanley Weston, the best boss 
I've ever had; Bruno Sammartino’s occasional visits to the 
office, and the obvious pride he had in his career; sneaking 
into a WWF WrestleMania press conference during the era 
in which the WWF and PW/ didn’t get along, and tricking 
Vince McMahon and Hulk Hogan into doing interviews that 
later—I’m sure to their shock—appeared in PW/I; getting to 
know Matt Brock, the most no-nonsense journalist I’ve 
ever met; lots of stories, some of them tragic. 

One stands out for me: the murder of Bruiser Brody in 
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Magnum T.A. nearly lost his life in a car accident. Bruiser Brody lost his at 
the end of a knife. Dave Rosenbaum was our lead reporter on both stories. 


the dressing room at Juan Ramon Loubriel Stadium in Bay- 
amon, Puerto Rico. Jose Huertas Gonzalez (Invader |) was 
charged with voluntary homicide, but after several key wit- 
nesses refused to come forward, he was acquitted. | spoke 
extensively to some of those witnesses and was confident 
they'd say in court what they had conveyed to me. Perhaps 
fearing some form of retaliation, they ultimately sold out 
their dead friend and failed to come forward. 

The one thing | remember most about that tragedy was 
that PWI seemed to be the only one with the whole story 
and the right story; the detectives and prosecutors in 
Puerto Rico certainly didn’t have it. | spent so much time 
working on that story, so much time finding out what was 
going on, that after a few months, | wanted, personally, for 
Brody's killer to get punished. He never was. 

| am now out of the wrestling business altogether, 
teaching college English and working on a novel. Re- 
cently, however, the Brody story flashed back to me, in liv- 
ing color, when | flew into San Juan, Puerto Rico, on a 
connecting flight to the British Virgin Islands. From over- 
head, the only way | saw it, Puerto Rico is a beautiful 
country, but for me, it will always be the place in which a 
husband and father’s killer went unpunished. 


Andy Rodriguez 


Associate Editor/Senior Writer: 1986-1998 


When | began journalism school at Boston University, | 
never would have believed I'd spend the first part of my 
career writing about Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair. But a few 
months before graduating, a cousin introduced me to the 
joys of professional wrestling, and | thought, Gee, wouldn't 
writing about this stuff be a fun way to make a living? 

After | badgered then-Editor-in-Chief Peter King for two 
years, he hired me to write captions for photographs and 
proofread. So | moved out to Long Island, rented a fur- 
nished room, and | was on my way. Those first few months 
were strange, sitting next to Bill Apter when only a few 


months earlier, I'd watched him interview Magnum T.A. on 
TBS. But soon | began to! feel a part of the team in the 
place that Craig Peters always called “Wrestling Central.” 

Over-more than six years, | met.just about every big 
star-in-the-sport..-took-their quotes, took their pictures, 
and took their abuse: My greatest thrill, however, didn't 
come from meeting the wrestlers. It came the day | met 
Gordon Solie. As a fan, I'd always admired Solie’s profes- 
sionalism and fearlessness. He was to my mind the best 
broadcaster in the business. | was truly honored to shake 
his hand on the day he visited the PW/ offices. 

Speaking of those offices, | have never had a better 
time at work. Back then, the newsroom was an exclusive- 
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When it came to writing a story about The Rock 'n’ Roll Express— 
or anybody else—Andy Rodriguez never choked. 


ly male enclave, except when Liz Hunter dropped in occa- 
sionally. There was a constant friendly rivalry between the 
“wrestling guys” and the “boxing guys.” When we weren't 
debating which was the purer sport, we were cracking 
each other up with jokes about cheap hotel rooms and co- 
workers’ eccentricities. Some days | laughed so hard it 
was impossible to get any work done. 

Do you remember the Slammys, one of Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s many attempts to give the WWF a show business 
feel? Today | view the Slammys the way | view the garbage 
that is reality TV, but the most fun | ever had on the road 
was when Dave Rosenbaum, Gian Trotta, and | drove 
down to Atlantic City for the inaugural Slammys telecast. 
No, The Honky Tonk Man wasn’t the greatest Intercon- 
tinental champion of all-time (sorry, Dave), but his rendition 
of “I’m Just A Honky Tonk Man” might be the most amusing 
bit of silliness ever captured on tape. Priceless. 


When PWI moved its offices to Pennsylvania, | decided 
to move back home to New Jersey, but | kept in touch by 
continuing to freelance for several more years. | was glad 
to. stay connected with the sport, but | missed the cama- 
raderie of working in the office with the guys. | also missed 
being one of the youngest men in the office. Today | work 
as a bookseller and I’m quite a bit older than most of my 
colleagues. Heck, they were just babies when the first 
WrestleMania was held. Some weren't even born! 

Even more amazing is the number of books about pro 
wrestling | see on the shelves these days. I’m gratified to 
see the sport became more popular than ever, and I’m 
thrilled that PW/is still here to cover it all. Glad | was along 
for the ride. 


Photo Editor: 1990-1993 


| look back on my days with. PW/ from 1990 to 1993 as 
a great learning experience for a guy who was fresh out of 
college and had not a clue of how things were in the work- 
ing world. 

The staff at PW/ was very creative and mostly upbeat 
in spite of the immense pressure that was constantly put 
upon us to churn out more material. If | remember correct- 
ly, there were something like eight wrestling magazines 
going at the same time at one point. 

| also enjoyed the times when wrestlers would stop by 
for an interview or photo shoot. Two that come to mind 
are Jimmy “Superfly” 
Snuka and “Macho Man” 
Randy Savage. Neither 
broke character the 
whole time he was there. 
They really portrayed 
that this was the way 
they walked, talked, and 
acted 24/7. To this day, | 
remember Snuka calling 
me “brother” every other 
word and “Macho Man” 
talking about himself in 
the third person as if he 
were God. | guess in his 


mind, he was. 
As for me, | have jj 
worked as a sports pho- I 


tographer for Getty Im- Al Bello is one of the world’s top 


ages (formerly Allsport) sports photographers, but shoot- 
: 1993. My Web ing wrestling and boxing for Lon- 
since - My YVe€D don Publishing is where he devel- 


site is www.albello.com oped his career focus. 
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if you are interested in learning more about me and 
my work. 


Gersh Kuntzman 


Assistant Editor: 1988-1989 


| never should have been hired by PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED. 

Don't get me wrong, | love wrestling. | grew up watch- 
ing Bruno Sammartino, Andre the Giant, and, of course, 
Mil Mascaras (how did he breathe in that thing?!). But 
when | got out of college—with my liberal arts degree and 
the cockeyed optimism that comes from not knowing any 
better—pro wrestling was just a fond memory of a more 
carefree, innocent time, not a career path. 

The year was 1987. The stock market had just 
crashed. The economy was in recession. And if you’d 
asked people what the Internet was, the answer you’d 
hear most would be, ‘The villain in the new James Bond 
movie.” In that strapped era, 22-year-olds with no experi- 
ence were not on many must-hire lists. 

Every day, the mailman brought new confirmation of 
my unplanned obsolescence. “Thank you for your recent 
letter seeking employment, but ...” read each and every 
one of these letters delivered by my friendly postman (at 
least he had a job). | was always stunned: How could 
[insert company name here] reject me, a man with such 
pluck, verve, talent, and a functioning car? It was bad 
enough that | was living in my parents’ basement, but it 
hurt to be rebuffed so summarily. 

It was only after months of constant rejection that the 
realization hit me: These companies were- 
n't rejecting Gersh Kuntzman; they were 
rejecting Gersh Kuntzman’s resume! They 
didn’t even know me! | knew that if only | 
could meet these nameless automatons in 
human resources, | would promptly be 
invited into the corridors of power, wealth, 
and success. 

But if my resume couldn't get me in the 
door, what could? | looked around for in- 
spiration, but all | saw was a battered pull- 
out couch, an old 8-track tape player, and 
my father’s collection of National Geo- 
graphics. And then it hit me: This is the 
Gersh Kuntzman that my future bosses ; 
should meet—the depressed Gersh | — . 
Kuntzman! The desperate Gersh Kuntz- an 
man! The living-in-his-parents’-basement oe e 
Gersh Kuntzman! 

Had it been the Internet era, | would 
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have set up a Webcam, bought a domain name 
(hirelosergersh.com, perhaps), and invited my would-be 
bosses into my miserable subterranean life--But | did the 
best | could, given the limitations. of this innocent age:.|_got 
out the Super-8 camera and filmed the typical day in the 
life of unemployed Gersh Kuntzman. 

The historic eight-minute film opens with me on that 
pullout couch musing about a social life stunted by the 
proximity of my overprotective parents and ends with a 
guided tour of my refrigerator (“Frozen bread?” | asked. 
“Who freezes bread? Only Bernice Kuntzman!”). Along 
the way, we meet Gersh Kuntzman—Woody Allen deliv- 
ery, Bozo the Clown style Jew-fro, warts, and all. 

Is it any wonder that the tape—sent to some of the 
most important news organizations and Fortune 500 com- 
panies in the land—failed to get me gainful employment? 

But then the tape landed on the right desk at PRo 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. The company had just filled a 
position with a bona fide wrestling expert, but when the 
editors saw this stunning footage, they actually created a 
new position for me. 

“We knew we had to work with you,” said Editor-in- 
Chief Stu Saks. “You were so ridiculous. We knew you’d 
fit in.” 

True, the circumstances of my hiring were unusual, but 
my year at PW/ taught me the fundamentals that would 
carry me upward in the fast-paced world of journalism. 
Soon, I'd gotten a job at a weekly in California, which led 
to a reporting job at the New York Daily News, and, even- 
tually, my current job at The New York Post. 

Perhaps | owe it all to my mother’s frozen bread. 


We all looked up to Gersh Kuntzman, though this picture taken with Missy Hyatt 
and Eddie Gilbert might be a little deceiving. 


FAVORITE PWI COVERS 


t's the first decision we have to make about every issue of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Who gets the 
| aa In the mid-1980s, that was usually an easy question to answer: Hulk Hogan! (Again? Didn't we 
put him on the last cover? And the four before that?) 

Okay, it wasn't always that easy. But you have to pick a hot subject so as to make the cover (and hence 
the entire magazine) appealing to as many potential readers as possible. If the cover doesn’t attract your 
attention at the newsstand, you won't give the magazine much of a look, right? And Hulk Hogan was white- 
hot for so long. But it’s more than the subject that makes a great cover. You also need the right photo or pho- 
tos (or illustration), an intriguing headline/story to go along with it, and a good graphic artist's touch. 
Sometimes the simple approach works with all three. 

Believe us when we tell you that putting together our 25 favorite covers of the last 25 years was no easy 
task. But something about each one of these caught our eyes, and we'll let you know what it was in each 
case. See which ones you remember ... and which you’re enjoying for the first time! 


August 1980 
BETRAY ANDRE THE GIANT? 


(@stling 


ILLUSTRATED 


pip DUSTY RHODES 


| 


AUGUST 1980 


Cover Story: Bruno Sammartino was always one of 
4 the sport's true class acts. Okay, almost always. When 
he lost his temper, he really lost his temper. And nothing 
enraged him more than the betrayal of former protege 
Larry Zbyszko. Larry Z didn’t know what he got himself 


mu 
OE, 84 vSzkO! 
“4 TRIED 10 KILL ZB into. The headline for the cover story—“Bruno Goes 
Berserk: ‘I Tried To Kill Zbyszko!” sums it up nicely. “I 


Bly 

AO ANY 

| # THE X y don’t know, something went crazy inside me,” Bruno 
ND OF 


| said of his maniacal actions during the match, which 
\3\ ended when he was disqualified. “| saw red and wanted 
Steamboat & Youngblood: iit ta to kill him. I'm not happy about what I did. I'm ashamed. 
THE LAST HOPE \) Really | am.” Long-time observers of “Da Brune” said 
10 SIOP THE ff ' they never saw such an outburst from him. 
_ SAMOANS tS y Eye-Catcher: The effort put forth by referee Dick 
Kroll before calling for the DQ 
Also In This Issue: “Adonis And Ventura: Why 

They Choke In Championship Matches’ ... “If You 
Really Love Ric Flair, Hate Him” ... “Has Austin 
Idol Destroyed The Legend Of Mr. Wrestling II?” 
... “The Von Erich Blitzkrieg: Target: Harley 
Race” ... “Did Dusty Rhodes Betray Andre The 
Giant?” ... “Steamboat And Youngblood: The 
Last Hope To Stop The Samoans” ... Press 
Conference: Hulk Hogan 


\ 
} 


“i Goes Berserk: 


| WATE HIM! 


en 
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DECEMBER 1982 


_ Cover Story: “Hulkamania” hadn't even-started sweep- 
\ing the nation yet (it was called “Hulkmania” at this point— 
~Teally), and already there was speculation as‘to whether 
Hulk Hogan's role in Rocky Hiwould be the first of many 
blockbusters for him, as to whether he-was.more interested 
in Hollywood than the squared circle even in 1982. Not so 


fast, jabroni! The “Hulkster” said in an interview for the 
story “Hulk Hogan At The Crossroads: Wrestling Or 
Hollywood?” that he could do both and that he wanted 
nothing more than to wrest that elusive AWA World title 
from Nick Bockwinkel. Besides, the idea of a wrestler 
becoming a major motion picture star was kind of far- 
fetched! 

Eye-Catcher: The headline type along Hogan’s robe 

Also In This Issue: “Butch Reed: The Uncrowned 
NWA Champion” ... “Paul Orndorff: The Only Man Who 
Can Save Jimmy Snuka From Lou Albano” ... “David 
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PAUL ORNDORFF: 
THE ONLY MAN 


| WHO CAM SAVE 


Jimmy SHUKA FROM 


LOU ALBANO 


DAVID VON ERICH: 
‘I'D RATHER QUIT 


| 0 
WRESTLING THAN 


BE DORY FUNK JR.’ 
PUPPET" oe 


verry Lawigt us, 


} Andy Kautmhan— 


Part i 

THE FEUD 
EXPLODES OM 
NETWORK TU 


Von Erich: ‘I'd Rather Quit Wrestling Than Be Dory Funk 
Jr.’s Puppet” ... “Jerry Lawler vs. Andy Kaufman, Part 
II—The Feud Explodes On Network TV” ... Press 
Conference: Capt. Lou Albano ... Centerfold: Rick 
Martel 


MARCH 1984 


Cover Subjects: It’s usually a no-brainer when it 
comes time to put together the year-end issue of PW/ that 
the Wrestler of the Year gets featured most prominently 
on the cover. There have been exceptions over the last 
quarter-century, and for 1983, it was a no-brainer that the 
Tag Team of the Year got the nod. In fact, The Road 
Warriors got the cover all to themselves. And they were 
just starting to dominate the wrestling world. 

Eye-Catcher: The “horror lighting,” executed with a 
highlight positioned at Hawk and Animal's feet 

Also In This Issue: Most Popular Wrestler: Jimmy 
Snuka ... Most Hated Wrestler: Greg Valentine ... Most 
Improved Wrestler: Brett Wayne ... Manager of the Year: 
James J. Dillon ... Wrestler of the Year: Harley Race 
... Match of the Year: Harley Race vs. Ric Flair ... 
Inspirational Wrestler: Hulk Hogan ... Rookie of the Year: 
Angelo Mosca Jr. ... Editors’ Award: The Grand Wizard 


HARLEY RACE © Wrestler Of The Year 
GREG VALENTINE @ Most Hated Wrestler 
BRETT WAYNE ® Most Improved Wrestler 
HULK HOGAN @ Inspirational Wrestler 
JIMMY SNUKA @ Most Popu Wrestler 


UL 
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GIANT FULL-COLOR PE OF HAI 
VOTE pores 1985'S GREATEST WRESTLERS 


JANUARY 1986 


‘fe 
Cover Story: What a (big) beautiful baby, what a 
brute of a man! For the first time anywhere, Hulk Hogan's 
baby pictures were published—along with pictures of him 
Ce cael . at various stages of his pre-wrestling life. PW/ called the 
si ‘ULK ‘ott feature “Photos Of A Lifetime! Hulk Hogan: From The 
H fi Ye a Cradle To The Throne.” There were pictures of him in 
HOGAN 4 Ur diapers, on a tractor, riding a horse, and on the baseball 
and football fields as a youngster (his baseball career 
ended when he tore cartilage and split a bone in his 
pitching arm at age 14). Then there were the poses of 
him in his various bands—Koco, Ruckus, and Infinity’s 
End. Hulk Hogan, this was your life before the squared 
circle beckoned to you! 
Eye-Catcher: The symmetry of the three photos 
GARY HART: “BRUISER nl! | and the headline 
ead SS ae - ‘ Also In This Issue: “Solving The Ric Flair Puzzle: 
|) PAYING HIM!” Another Piece Falls Into Place For Magnum T.A.” ... 
Solving The Ric Flair Puzzi ia “Gary Hart: ‘Bruiser Brody Isn't Worth What The Von 
l AAT ENUM TA = Erichs Are Paying Him!” ... Press Conference: Greg 
| PRESS CONFERENCE: GREG GAGNE ® Gagne ... Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan 
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From The Cradle To The Throne: 


‘The Holkster: 
10 Months Old 


[ACHIEVEMENT 65, (9 MARCH 1986 
WRESTLING Roper va Cover Subjects: The decade that was the 1980s was 
; summed up quite nicely (and the decade was barely half 
Sie over at the time!) by the cover of our year-end spectacu- 
eco lar for 1985. Three of the big winners in Achievement 
¢. Award balloting were featured prominently—The Road 
bi Warriors (Tag Team of the Year for the third consecutive 
year), Hulk Hogan (capturing, surprisingly, his first Most 
Popular Wrestler honors), and Ric Flair (winning for 
RODDY PrP } Wrestler of the Year for the second year in a row, and the 
Siew vay AMS 2 third time overall). 
JIM conne : a L Eye-Catcher: Those wonderful T-shirts (particularly the 
ate. (tee —7 oe Warriors’ custom alteration) 
| IN REVIEW ¥ Also In This Issue: Rookie of the Year: The Barbarian 
.. Most Improved Wrestler: Steve Williams ... Most Hated 
Wrestler: Roddy Piper ... Match of the Year: Hulk Hogan & 
Mr. T vs. Roddy Piper & Paul Orndorff ... Manager of the 
Year: Jim Cornette ... Inspirational Wrestler: Mike Von 
Erich ... Editors’ Award: Dan Shocket ... “1985: The Year 
In Review” 


HULK HOGAN 


| 
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FAVORITE PWI COVERS c r ot t | ; na 
FEBRUARY 1987 UJ ustearen] 


Cover Story: A solid week of negotiations between 
high-ranking officials with both organizations paid off in a 
big way, as the Universal Wrestling Federation, then one 
of the top promotions in the U.S., and PW/ announced 
plans to hold the $50,000 PW//UWF Challenge Cup; a 
single-elimination tournament to run over a period of 
seven weeks. The cover photo saw seven of the UWF’s 
finest posing with their mitts on the trophy they all covet- 
ed. The accompanying feature—“PW/’s $50,000 
Challenge Tournament: Who Is The Best In The 
UWF ?”—aid out the logistics of the tourney and looked 
at the participants. Terry Gordy, Hacksaw Duggan, and 
Chris Adams were among the favorites. A young Sting 
was a longshot. Steve Williams ultimately prevailed. 

Eye-Catcher: Forget the Cup and the $50 G’s, this 
was the only chance for a few of these guys to get on 
the cover and they were going to make the most of it! 

Also In This Issue: “Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Orndorff: 
Wrestling’s Hottest Feud!” ... “World Championship 
Wrestling Confidential: Baby Doll Tells All!” ... “For 
The Good Of Wrestling: Scott Hall Must Shut Col. 
DeBeers’ Mouth!” ... Press Conference: Magnum 
T.A. ... Centerfold: Randy Savage and Elizabeth 
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GIANT FULL-COLOR 
THE ROAD WARRIORS: “WE 


JUNE 1987 


Cover Story: It had to be one of the most emotional 
stories PWI ever published, and it was also one of the 
least complicated. Less than four months after getting 
into a car accident that ended his wrestling career and 
nearly left him paralyzed, Magnum T.A., still recovering 
in the hospital, asked for an opportunity to write a thank 
you note to all the people who sent him letters, made 
phone calls to him, and prayed for him. He wouldn't have 
made it without them, he insisted. We proudly gave him 
that forum. He wrote extensively about the wonderful 
friendship with Nikita Koloff, once his blood enemy, that 
was born out of this terrible accident. It was all truly inspir- 
ing to everyone. 

Eye-Caicher: A sad time for wrestling, a coup for PWI. 

Also In This Issue: “Why Michael Hayes Is Ruining 
Terry Gordy’s Career!” ... “The Road Warriors Are Getting 
Mean: ‘We Want The Crockett Cup ... Again!” ... “Can- : rad WHE 


= ——_ Cot Cam BOE 5 TOM ZENK LIGHT UP 


Am Can Do! Rick Martel And Tom Zenk Light Up The RICK MARTEL AN say GSaDt'SCA 
WWF!” ... Press Conference: Scott Hall ... Centerfold: ral) wr cn UNE ¢ 2 
Hulk Hogan NLL Fens cot FERENCE: SCOTT MALL 
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AUGUST 1988 


Cover Story: Four-plus years after he first captured 
the WWF World title, and “Hulkamania” kicked into high 
gear, Hulk Hogan passed the torch to his good 
buddy—who was soon to be his arch-enemy—Randy 
Savage. “Macho Madness! The Torch Is Passed” was 
the headline, and the story examined just what went 
down in the one-night tournament for the vacant WWF 
championship that an exhausted Savage won (with 
help from Elizabeth and Hogan) by beating Ted 
DiBiase in the finals. “Macho Madness is running 
wild!” the story concluded. No one knew at the time 
that Hogan would be taking his torch back and pass- 

ing it ... and taking it back and passing it again at 
least a handful of times over the next 15 years. 
Eye-Catcher: You can keep the dark “attitude” 
colors; we'll take the wrestlers of the ’80s every time 
Also In This Issue: “Bamm Bamm—Out Go The 
Lights: Kerry Von Erich’s Darkest Hour’ ... “Dillon 
Sends Another Horseman To The Chair As Luger & 

Windham Electrify The NWA!” ... “Ultraviolence In 

Memphis: Ban Eddie Gilbert!” ... Press Conference: 
Bruno Sammartino ... Centerfold: Al Perez 


RPINUP 7 
STEAMBOAT 
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P OF LEX LUGER 
vs. FLAIR: TO HELL AND BACK 


AUGUST 1989 


| ein eapaanna mse on Cover Story: “Hulkamania” wasn’t dead—it was 
1 eres just sort of on hiatus for 14 months. Even without the 
World title belt strapped around his waist, Hulk Hogan 
was the man in the WWF in 1988 and 1989. But that 
shiny gold hardware looked nice back around his waist 
following his victory over Randy Savage at 
WrestleMania V. The story “Hulkamania Reborn! Hulk 
Hogan Regains The WWF World Title!” recapped in 
great detail one of his greatest triumphs over one of his 
fiercest rivals. He became only the second man to win 
the WWF title twice. But this was just one of three major 
title changes to occur on what was deemed “Super 
Sunday” in wrestling. 

Eye-Catcher: The vivid detail of the photo 

Also In This Issue: “NWA Stunner! The Road 
Warriors Lose The World Tag Belts!” ... “Ultimate 
Warrior Dethroned! Rick Rude Captures The WWF I-C 
Belt!” ... “Rick Steamboat vs. Ric Flair: To Hell And 
Back” ... Press Conference: Dusty Rhodes ... 
Centerfold: Lex Luger 
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APRIL 1990 


Cover Story: Three NWA U.S. titles mean-more than \ Sy i tp 
six NWA World titles. Huh? That was Lex Luger’s rea- (= — 
soning as he attempted to make a case for why he |i eT 


deserved PW/'s Wrestler ofthe Decade honors for the | Ta “a TOURNAMENTIRINDU 
1980s more than the man who got the-trophy,.Ric-Flair. : . 
Ridiculous, indeed, but that didn’t stop Luger from smash- 
ing the trophy to bits at Clash of the Champions |X. 
(Luckily, we got a cover shot of the “Nature Boy” with it 
before it was destroyed!) The story “PW/ Wrestler Of The 
Decade: Why Lex Luger Couldn’t Ruin Ric Flair’s 
Greatest Day!” featured an intense war of words between 
the two men. Flair insisted that what Luger did would pro- 
vide greater inspiration for him to beat the “Total Package” | 
senseless in future matches. | > Conant Rui 

Eye-Catcher: Only Ric Flair can get away with looking ) S SORic Hang) 
like a GQ cover boy on a wrestling magazine Greatest Day) 

Also In This Issue: “Any Opponent Anytime: The 
Rockers Command Respect” ... “Hulk Hogan Gets 
Revenge! ‘Mr. Perfect’ Isn’t Perfect Anymore!” ... “Jerry 
Lawler: ‘The Fans Have Changed, Not Me!’ ... “The 
Winners Are Announced! The PW/ Dream Tag Team 
Tournament Final” ... Press Conference: Sting ... 
Centerfold: Dusty Rhodes 


JULY 1990 


Cover Story: A mature Lex Luger? Just a few months 
after he smashed Ric Flair’s Wrestler of the Decade tro- 
phy in a fit of jealousy, PW/ actually used that word to 
describe his Lexcellence. The story—‘The Maturing Of 
Lex Luger: The ‘Total Package’ Becomes The People’s 
Choice”—cited him making his friendship with Sting a 
greater priority than his quest to win the NWA World title 
as a sign that Luger was through flip-flopping between 


fan favorite and rulebreaker status. Sting certainly | Peenier es 


thought he saw a change in his sometimes-friend/some- 
times-enemy. “To me, Lex is a real man. He’s come a 
long way,” he said. Maybe it was wishful thinking on all 
our parts. 

Eye-Catcher: A cut wrestler on a black background 


Lex 


ILUGER 


really pops “TOTAL PACKAGE” 

Also In This Issue: “Confessions Of A Referee: ‘Our } BECOMES THE 
Hands Are Tied!’” ... “Condemned! Are The Sky- PEOPLE'S CHOICE 
scrapers Beyond Renovation?” ... “Brutus Beefcake— 


The One ‘Friend’ Hulk Hogan Can Trust” ... “20 Years 
Of Beatings—And Bobby Heenan Still Insists On 
Wrestling!” ... Press Conference: Mr. Saito ... 
Centerfold: Rick Martel 
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AUGUS r 1990 


Cover Story: Two years after he passed | the. WWF 
torch to Randy Savage, Hulk Hogan had it back and 
was passing it again in front of about-68;000- friends at 


chronicled a rare fan favorite vs. fan favorite WWF title 
match, one in which I-C champion Warrior cleanly 
pinned Hogan for Hogan’s World championship. Their 
match would be voted the year’s finest by PW/ readers. 
And it would take Hogan all of 51 weeks to get his 
hands around that golden torch again. 

Eye-Catcher: The position of our photographer was 
; luck; the perfect focus was not 
Werk ches 2S Also In This Issue: “Larry Zbyszko Regains The 
To Win The WWE Werld THe pe AWA World Belt: ‘America Owes Me A Debt Of 

2 Gratitude!” ... “10 Reasons Why Ultimate Warrior Will 

Be The Greatest WWF Champion Ever ... And 10 
Reasons He Won't!” ... “Title vs. Title In The NWA? 
Pillman & Zenk Challenge The Steiners” ... “PW/ 
Japanese Report: Terry Gordy & Steve Williams Extend 
A Tradition Of Brutality” ... Press Conference: Buddy 
Rogers, Ivan Koloff, & Bob Backlund 


APRIL 1991 


Cover Story: You don’t just go around accusing a guy 
of treason without good reason. But Sgt. Slaughter was 
guilty as charged as far as PW/ and millions of wrestling 
fans were concerned. There was no need for a long, 
drawn-out trial. We were judge and jury. The story—‘Sogt. 
Slaughter: Guilty Of Treason!”—pointed out just how 
despicable his choosing to abandon the U.S. and sym- 
pathize with Iraq during the Persian Gulf War was, espe- 
cially for a man who had been such an American patriot 
for so, so long. His promo at Survivor Series 1990 was 
particularly disturbing, as he ripped into American sol- 
diers serving in the Gulf. Included with the feature was a 
transcript of a letter signed by five servicemen stationed 
in the Gulf that put Slaughter in his place. 

Eye-Catcher: In the days before the Adobe Photo- 
shop art program was used so effectively, a flag of 
Amerirag was a rare thing 

Also In This Issue: “Now It Can Be Revealed: Why 
Sting Quit Wrestling—And Vowed Never To Return” 

a .. “A PWI Exclusive: The Rehabilitation Of Magnum 
|| toocse roe FRIENDS >, eae) TA” ... ‘This Isn't Wrestling! The Jerry Lawler-Eddie 
TTT PWR] THE REHABILITATION ; §} Gilbert Feud Goes Too Far—Again!” ... “Hulk Hogan & 
Cones Ultimate Warrior: Too Close To Be Friends” ... Press 

Conference: Jesse Ventura ... Centerfold: Tom Zenk 


| HULK HOGAN & THE VLTUAATE WARRIOR — 


“| 
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SkyDome in Toronto. “WrestleMania VI: Complete ~~ 
Coverage Of The Ultimate Warrior's Ultimate-Victory” 


COLOR PINUP OF HACKSAW DUGGAN 


JUNE 1991 


Cover Story: “America’s Hero!” was the only headline 
we chose for this cover, and virtually anyone could guess 
the cover subject without.even seeing the extraordinary 
painting produced by William Robert Laird: It was Hulk 
Hogan, brother! Hogan didn’t just wave-an.American flag 
in the ring to show support for U.S. troops fighting in the 
Gulf War—he embarked on a whirlwind week-long tour of 
military bases in an effort to help boost morale. Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina was among his stops. “It’s really 
hard for me to describe how good it felt,” said Pvt. First 
Class Crystal S. Sain, a journalist who documented 
Hogan’s day with Marines at Fort Bragg. “Everyone here 
was so impressed with him.” Oh, and a WrestleMania 
Vil showdown with the traitorous Sgt. Slaughter just hap- 
pened to be looming. 

Eye-Catcher: The complexity of the artwork, the sim- 
plicity of the headline 

Also In This Issue: “Cactus Jack: No Regard For 
His Opponents—And Even Less For Himself!” ... “The 
Inevitable Clash: Ron Simmons vs. Butch Reed— 
Which One Is Doomed?” ... “Ric Flair’s Annual Bonus 
Payout!” ... “The Nasty Boys Diss The Legion Of 
Doom: And There'll Be Hell To Pay!” ... Press Con- 
ference: Scott Steiner ... Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan 
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Cover Story: Just as U.S. forces crushed those of ; 
Saddam Hussein in the Gulf War, Hulk Hogan crushed 
the traitorous Sgt. Slaughter, then an Iraqi sympathizer, 
at WrestleMania VII to win his third WWF World title. 
“The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The WWF Belt 
From Sgt. Slaughter!” read the very appropriate headline. 
As the story pointed out, the victory wasn’t as easy as 
many assumed it'd be, as the Sarge opened a large cut 
on Hogan’s forehead and had a few near-falls before 
crumbling under the weight of a mighty legdrop from the 
“Hulkster.” Slaughter would eventually become an 
American patriot again, but he would never get close to \ E’ 
the World title again. a 

Eye-Catcher: Is Hogan looking up to the Hulkamaniacs FROM § 
in the upper deck—or someone much higher? | LAUGHT! ie | ~- se oy 

Also In This Issue: “Luger's Title Shots Go To Gigante: \ ak THE HORSEMEN | 
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How Much Longer Can Lex Keep His Cool?” ... “The ox sia vicious! | 


Demolition Of Demolition: The Collapse Of A Tag Team | ua yu spc pen meeen| 
Dynasty” ... “Atlantic City Shocker! The Horsemen Crap | 1 \ eee “Tournament 
Out On Sid Vicious!” ... Press Conference: Eric Embry | wii iE rs as 

... Centerfold: Brian Pillman ——S 
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ILLUSTRATED 


JUNE 1992 


Cover Story: Ask a question and Roddy Piper will 
give you an answer. An honest and interesting (and 
probably controversial!) one at that. He was honest and 
interesting (and controversial!) enough in our “Press 
Conference” with him to earn the cover. He-had.recently 
embarked on one of his many comebacks, destroying 
The Mountie to win the Intercontinental title, his first 
championship win in the WWF. Ric Flair, Hulk Hogan, 
Sid (Vicious) Justice, Bret Hart—even Mike Tyson and 
Mr. T—he let ‘em all have it in some way or another 
during the interview. The “Rowdy Scot” was—and is— 
an interviewer's dream! 
Eye-Catcher: The rear red highlights on Piper's hair 
against the green backdrop 
Also In This Issue: “Thumbs Down To The 
‘Psycho Yuppie’: Paul E. Dangerously’s Multimillion- 
Dollar Offer To Sting!” ... “Abdullah The Butcher vs. 
Cactus Jack: Sunday, Bloody Sunday!” ... “Sid 


Justice’s Master Plan: How He Duped Hulk Hogan— 
And You!” ... “Another WWF Title Run? Randy 
Savage: Once More—With Flair!” ... “This’ll Hurt Me 
More Than It Hurts You! The Pain Of Inflicting Pain” 
.. Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes 


SEPTEMBER 1997 


Cover Story: The party was N-W-Over in WCW! Or 
at least that’s how it looked. The inevitable internal clash- 
es between powerful members of a once-united New 
World Order were starting to happen. Quotes from Eric 
Bischoff, Hulk Hogan, and Kevin Nash that ran on the 
cover suggested these guys weren't thinking alike. The 
story itself delved a bit deeper into the conflicts that were 
fracturing the group, even though Bischoff insiste all was 
well. One notable flare-up occurred when Hogan and Ted 
DiBiase, despite the objections of some other members, 
skipped one edition of WCW Monday Nitro to attend the 
premiere of a movie starring part-time NWO-ite Dennis 
Rodman. Things would only get worse from there—and 
they were never much better. 

Eye-Catcher: Sometimes—rarely—the headline over- 
shadows the cover image(s) 

Also In This Issue: “Roddy Piper & Ric Flair: The Glad 
Talk Will Soon Turn To Mad Talk!” ... “It's Getting Hot At 
The Top: The Sizzling WWF World Title Scene!” ... “The 
Fans Are Turning Steve Austin Into A Wimp!” by Brian 
Pillman ... Press Conference: Terry Funk ... Centerfold: 
Bret Hart 
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FAVORITE PWI COVERS 


FEBRUARY 1998 


Cover Story: It only took 97 years for it to finally get signed— 
the Match of the Century! Considering WCW built toward it for 
15 months and kept Sting out of competition for that long, it 
didn't seem like we were overhyping Hogan vs. Sting at 
Starrcade 1997. PW/ offered a full preview and analysis, got 
Randy Savage and Lex Luger to run down their respective 
strategies for the mega-match, indicated what both stood to 
gain and lose from the match, detailed their PPV records, 
printed a tale of the tape and full Hogan-Sting fight poster, 
and got 50 insiders to give us their predictions (30 picked 
Sting, 18 chose Hogan, two were undecided). Now that’s 
some serious hype! 

Eye-Catcher: The expressions on the tight head shots 
and the subtle purple texture behind both images 

Also In This Issue: “From One Extreme To The Other: 
Perry Saturn’s ‘Miraculous’ Recovery” ... “Mick Foley: ‘I 
Became Dude Love For The Good Of Mankind!” 


Save 


B ype + DUSTY SHARDYS ° VICIOUS 
——~ » f m BIE 4 


JULY 2000 


Cover Story: “Call It A Wrap, Jack! You’ve Done Your 
Share ... Go Home!” reads like a rather negative head- 
line. PWI was telling Mick Foley to quit and calling the 
resurgence of Cactus Jack, one of his alter-egos, “sad.” It 
was actually meant to be anything but negative. We knew 
about all the injuries he had suffered, the scary physical 
and mental problems that plagued him. We heard him dis- 
cuss it all so candidly on ABC’s 20/20. We just wanted him 
to walk away in relatively good health so that he could 
enjoy his family and his life after wrestling. A few months 
later, Jack did hit the road. Foley has since returned for a 
few matches, but he’s having a nice second career as an 
author. 

Eye-Catcher: Not too many wrestlers pose with barbed- 
wire around their heads ... it worked with this story 

Also In This Issue: “Imagine, Eeef Yew Weeel, What A 
Prime-Time Dusty Would Have Done In ECW!” ... “Most ) 5) . 

Hated, DDP—Think About It! Aren’t You Ashamed To Be ity ile cases naman 88 


Proud?” ... ‘The Dudleys vs. The Hardys: 10 Reasons You 3 | I \ 
Will Never Forget This Tag Team War!” ... Press Confer- i i 


ence: Disco Inferno ... Centerfold: Sid Vicious 
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Cover Story: It was “Game” time! Or, mofe appropri- 
ately, “The Game's” time! Bs ecto! of PW/ featured ] 
Triple-H as the Cover subject; the editors-of the-magazine 
deemed him worthy of the number-orie-spot in the 2000 ~~ 
edition of the “PW/ 500.” Really, it was justa-two-horse 
race, for Mr. Helmsley and The Rock separated them- 
selves from the rest of the pack and were the only 
wrestlers seriously considered for the top slot. “That 
Damn Good! ‘The Game’ Earns The Number-One Spot 
In The ‘PW/ 500” chronicled—in pictures and text— 
Triple-H’s rise to the upper echelon of the sport and 
included some very candid comments from him. “Those 
people who said | wouldn't get past the mid-card, | have 
no time for them,” he told PW/. From HHH at number 
one to The California Kid at the back end of the list, it 
was our most in-depth version of the “500” to date. 
Eye-Caicher: Hunter does this all the time, but not 
too many photographers capture it like this 
Also In The Issue: “The Original Top 25: Where 
Have They Gone?” ... “Achievement Awards 2000: 
Vote For The Year’s Best Wrestlers And Matches” 


aattt YEAR In wevicw APRIL 2001 


Cover Subject: This was the year-end issue after 
PWI made the permanent transition to full-color, and 
it needed to be special. So we went not with a beauti- 
ROCK me ful posed color photograph of 2000 Wrestler of the 
ioe i Year The Rock, but rather with an unusual caricature 
YEAR Y of the people’s champion drawn by Peter J. Battaglioli. 


: TT aS a Rock won the coveted Wrestler of the Year honors by 
> nC Herali ie i taking 23,839 of the fans’ votes compared to 23,626 
Official Awards y for Triple-H. 

Quotes oF i Eye-Caicher: The illustration, especially the eye 

The Year Also In This Issue: Rookie of the Year: Kurt Angle 

- Superstats 3 ... Inspirational Wrestler: Booker T ... Most Improved 

- Supercards Wrestler: Steve Corino ... Comeback of the Year: Rikishi 

2000 : 4 ... Woman of the Year: Stephanie McMahon ... Feud of 

~ Predictions — the Year: Triple-H vs. Kurt Angle ... Most Popular 


For 2001 


Wrestler: The Rock ... Most Hated Wrestler: Kurt Angle 
... Feud of the Year: Christian & Edge vs. The Hardy Boyz 
vs. The Dudley Boyz ... Tag Team of the Year: The Hardy 
Boyz ... Editors’ Award: Freddie Blassie ... “2000: The 
Year In Review” 
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JULY 2001 


Cover Story: “Women’s Work! It Ain't What It Used 
To Be!” was the headline, and in reference to wrestling, 
who could argue? The role of the diva was éver-chang- 
ing and expanding. Sure, Sex still sold-as well as ever, 
but a fantastic face and a beautiful-body alone-didn’t 
guarantee any woman success in wrestling. We devoted 
eight pages to “women’s work” and offered up a lot 
more than just delicious photographs. In addition to a 
very detailed analysis that included interesting com- 
ments from Madusa, a look at the lost art of women’s 
wrestling, and an examination of the catfight craze, 
thumbnail sketches of the top women of the 1960s, 
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s were provided. 

Eye-Catcher: We like the way the design accentuates 
Trish's, uh, smile AAI 

Also In This Issue: “Turning The Tables! Is D-Von Rit lin 
Getting Fed Up With Buh Buh Ray?” ... “Bravo, Chavo! SED) —— 
You've Proven You're Not Just Eddie’s Nephew!” ... ra 
“Avenging Aldo! Justin’s Desperate Struggle For WWF 
Credibility” ... Press Conference: Francine 
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Cover Story: Why in the blue hell would Shane McMahon RATED 
be crying after pulling off the coup of a lifetime and stealing 
away WCW from his father just before Vince could purchase 
that company himself? He wasn't, actually. But he looked 
like he was after a bloodbath of a match with Kurt Angle. 
PWI asked a crucial question in the headline: “A Crying 
Shane! He Paid The Price To Purchase WCW ... Is He 
Willing To Pay The Price To Keep It?” We had to wonder 
how he'd be able to fully trust any wrestlers willing to jump 
from the WWF to join him in WCW. And we had to wonder 
how many more beatings he could take. If it seemed like a 
McMahon-controlled WCW was doomed to failure, well, 
you probably know how all that turned out. 

Eye-Catcher: A rare close-up of a bleeding rich kid, 
plus a pretty snappy headline 

Also In This Issue: “Has DDP Buried Kimberly In His 
‘Fame’ Game?” ... “Special Subscribers Poll: Who Does 
The WWF Miss More—Triple-H Or The Rock?” ... 
“Three-Way Interpromotional Melee! Indy Wrestling 
Flourishes In Florida!” ... “Where For Art Thou, Spike- ff To Purches 1 
Eo? Will Romeo & Juliet 2001 End In Tragedy?” ... | Pay TI eWwew... 


T rp HC ; 
Press Conference: Edge ; L : rte To Keep It? 


ae. 


y 
ie 


72 a PWia 


*COULD BISCHOFF SURVIVE InN 
“FOLEY VS. REGAL: WHO'S BE TTER? 
“BRADSHAW IN A BIND! 


ed 


Wo ROSY 


HE ae FORG 


vicToO 


er wHat 2 


RIA?<<< ; 


Cover Lsipal Aes from his first CH 2002 


_ the WWF—it featured a verbal sparring session with 


~The Rock—Chris Jericho looked like-a-surefire main- 
eventer. He’d be a world champion M within months, — 


maybe even weeks, it seemed. The “hype-was.that ———e 


strong, and Jericho had the skills to justify it. But as en- 
tertaining as he was early in his WWF career, he just 
wasn't serious enough to earn a spot at the top of the 
card so easily. We thought that was changing two years 
later, as evidenced by the story “No More Joking, No 
More Choking: Y2J Takes A Serious Stab At Superstar- 
dom!” He had just beaten The Rock for the WCW World 
championship and was developing a harder edge. Within 
a few months (after the issue went to press), he had uni- 
fied the WWF and WCW world titles. 
Eye-Catcher: Art Director Greg Stevens does have 
Photoshop at his disposal and he knows how to use it 
Also In This Issue: “The Knock On The Rock: Is The 
Great One Becoming Predictable?” ... “Old Grudges, New 
Opportunities: Could Eric Bischoff Survive In The WWE?” 
.. “Special Analysis: How Bradshaw Is Clotheslining His 
Career To Hell!” ... “Foley Vs. Regal: Who’s The Better 
Commish?” ... Press Conference: Test 


MARCH 2003 


Cover Story: Playing off the titles of two popular films, 
PWI constructed the headline “Rocky Horror! He Won't 
Forget What You Did Last Summer.” Rock, a fan favorite 
at the time, had been booed lustily by a New York crowd 
at SummerSlam even though he was supposed to be the 
hero defending the WWE title against villainous up-and- 
comer Brock Lesnar. It was to be his last WWE appear- 
ance for many months, since he was set to return to 
Hollywood to work on another movie. We reasoned that 
he wouldn't forget that crowd reaction and wouldn't be 
so fan-friendly upon his return to wrestling. And we were 
right. He returned as a cocky heel, which, in the bizarro 
world of pro wrestling, soon started to endear him to 
crowds again. 
Eye-Catcher: Female readers had been badgering 
us for a shot of The Rock’s uvula for years 
Also In This Issue: “You Can Hate Eddie Guer- 
rero—But You Have To Love Him, Too!” ... “The Next 
Wave: Is Superstardom Ahead For These WWE 
Hopefuls?” ... “Bass’ Fishing Expedition: Jury Doesn't 
Take Bait In Suit Against WWE” ... “Victoria’s No 
Longer A Secret: ‘She’s A Cross Between Chyna 
And Sable!” ... Press Conference: Matt Hardy 
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Dream up your very own professional wrestler and 
manage his career. Compete for the World Title every 
three weeks and win a championship belt, engraved 
plaque, or other prizes! 


Don’t get scammed by imitators that will take your 
money and run — the IWA created play-by-mail 
wrestling in 1985 and has been going strong 
ever since. Our prizes are better, our service is 
better, and our prices are even lower than 
when we started! 


No one has the competition we do. 
Choose from over 8,000 oppo- 
nents in more than 60 leagues, 


managed by people from all over 


the world. Those managers 

have included movie stars and 
professional wrestlers, like 
everyone’s favorite superhero, 

\ Shane “Hurricane” Helms! 


\| 


} Use this coupon to create 
your imaginary wrestler. 
Send it with $3 for your first 
ten matches to: 


IWA CHALLENGE 
BOX 9275 
WILLOWICK, OH 44095 


YOUR NAME (PRINT NEATLY) 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 


WRESTLER'S NAME (DO NOT USE ANY REAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 


WEAR-DOWN HOLDS: Choose 10 of the holds at the left numbered 1-60. Only use a hold once. 


2s. a Ci an Se. 


7 8 9 10 


SET-UP HOLDS: Choose 5 of the holds at the left numbered 61-90. Only use a hold once. 
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FINISHING HOLD: Create your own custom final maneuver or choose a hold from our list. 
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* NEWSSTAND 50% OFF YOURS GIFT 
_ PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (LPWS) 9 ISSUES $5655 $2827 OO O 
INSIDE WRESTLING (LINW) 4 ISSUES $2380 «$1190 O OD 
THE WRESTLER (LWRA) 4 ISSUES $2380 6 $1190 OF O 


Please indicate method of payment: 
C) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
[J VISA (J MasterCard 


Card # 
Expiration Date; .__/___ 
MOrmR 


Signature: 
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first magazine. OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2004.. 
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THIS GIFT IS FOR 
ADDRESS 
CY j " STATE 2p 
[Resor 
YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
Ce 3 _1IP 
PHONE E-MAIL 


For Canada and all other countries: Pro Wrestling Illustrated: $35.47 for a 9-issue subscription 
($50.77 airmail); inside Wrestling: $15.10 for a 4-issue subscription ($21.90 airmail); The 
Wrestler: $15.10 for a 4-issue subscription ($21.90 airmail). All orders outside the U.S., inter- 
national money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your 
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\ } L I] {I | Soe? Ree : an) is not a single ad in any of our maga- 
a: ; zines offering back issues of Women 
The Hottest Divas In Wrestling Today! = Of Wrestling. That's because they sell 


out almost instantly. We've already 
presented the most beautiful women 
in wrestling history. Now we're back 
with the most beautiful women in the 
sport today. Some you're very familiar 
with; others you're probably seeing 
for the first time. But believe us, you'll 
never forget them! 


HUNDREDS OF COLOR PHOTOS! 


Use the order form below 
to order yours by maill 


i (1) | CAN'T GET THIS ONE FAST ENOUGH! Please 
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